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PREFACE 


In writing this brief history of the activities of 
the Zion Society for Israel during the past 50 years 
we have gathered the facts from the minutes, an- 
nual reports and the two publications of the Society 
and from articles in Church papers. For the material 
covering the first 25 years we have freely consulted 
- “Zionsforeningens Historie,” written by Prof. J. H. 
Blegen on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the 
Society. 

We are greatly indebted to Miss Agnes Tangjerd 
for the assistance given in gathering the material. 

In publishing this book, it is hoped that the in- 
formation it gives concerning the work, workers and 
mission fields of the Zion Society will serve to create 
and increase interest among our Lutherans for the 
Jewish Mission cause. 

—C. K. S. 

Minneapolis, Minn., October, 1928. 
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The Song of Zion 


(Mel.: The Jewish National Song, ‘Hatikvoh.’’) 


The ancient chosen people, 
Driven from their home, 
Groping in darkness, 
Restlessly now roam; 
Rejecting their Messiah, 
Blind in unbelief, 

Know not, their hatred 
Ends in hopeless grief. 


CHORUS: 


Saviour, hear us! Hear, Immanuel! 
Save Thy Zion! Save Thine Israel! 
Wilful she wanders, drifting farther from Thy side, 
Save Thy misguided and unfaithful bride! 


They chose to walk in darkness, 
Heeded not Thy Word; 

Wake up Thy people, 

Save them, blessed Lord! 
Jehovah, do remember 

Israel today, 

Show them compassion, 

Turn them from their way! 


Remove the veil of Moses 

From Thine Israel, 

Wake them from slumber, 
Ring. the Gospel Bell! 

Their darkened hearts enlighten, 
Help them to believe, 

That they may know Thee 

And Thy peace receive! 
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Teach us to love Thy people, 
Plead as Thou didst plead: 
“Father, forgive them!” 
Thus we intercede. 

Revive Thy love within us, 
Give it fervency, — 

Make us responsive 

To their misery! 


The Lord can not forget them; 
Israel eer long 

Shall come rejoicing, 

Singing Zion’s song. 

Lord, speed their day of promise, 
Pentecost once more! 

Gather Thy Zion 

As in days of yore! 
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Our Motto 


THE JEWS FOR CHRIST 


“The Jews for Christ!’ should be the aim 
Of all, who bear the Christian name ; 
To them the Gospel we must bring, 
That they may crown Christ Savior-King. 


“The Jews for Christ!’ should be our prayer, 
If we would Heaven’s blessings share ; 

For they that pray for Israel, 

The Lord hath said, shall prosper well. 


“Christ for the Jews!’ their greatest need, 
Without the Christ in vain they plead 
For peace and pardon from the Lord, 
In vain they read the prophet’s word. 


“Christ for the Jews!” I hear some say, 
“Are they not cursed and cast away?” 
No, “God forbid!’ we plainly read, 

Let Gentile-Christians well take heed! 


“The Jews for Christ! Christ for the Jews!” 
This slogan we would gladly choose; 

From them to us salvation came, 

To them we now must Christ proclaim. 


—C. K. S. 
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A Neglected Mission 


Altho the Lord told His disciples, in giving them 
the missionary command, to “begin at Jerusalem and 
in Judea,” and altho the apostles and even Paul, 
the Apostle to the Gentiles, ministered to the “Jew 
first,” wherever they preached the Gospel, the 
Church since the apostolic period, has never re- 
turned to the missionary program given by the Lord 
and followed by the early Church. 

_ The Christian mission to the Jews has been sadly 
neglected by the Church even to this day. 

In this so-called missionary period of the post- 
apostolic Church, we need go back but’ 100 years, 
or little more, to find the first faint and scattered ef- 
forts by a few individuals to bring the Gospel to the 
Jews. The first organized efforts in Jewish mission 
work were not made by the Church as such, but by 
independent mission societies, organized in Germany, 
England and the Scandinavian countries. 


Among the Lutherans in America even today the 
Jewish mission activities are confined to individual 
persons and organizations, independent of the 
Church bodies. With the exception of the Muis- 
sourl Synod and the United Lutheran Church, the 
writer knows of no other Lutheran Synods that have 
placed the Jewish mission on their missionary pro- 
gram. 

The first and only Jewish mission organization 
among the Scandinavians in this country is the Zion 
Society for Israel, organized fifty years ago by a 
few friends of Zion. The Lord has in the main used 
the Zion Society for Israel to awaken what little 
Jewish mission interest there is among our Lu- 
therans of Scandinavian descent in this country. It 


13 


was an exclusively Norwegian Society up to: the last 
few years, when the Swedish and Danish brethren 
became interested and are now represented on the 
Board of Directors of the Society. 

The Zion Society for Israel was organized Fore 
1878 in Stoughton, Wisconsin, and can this year 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. 

From a feeble beginning, under God’s guidance 
and blessing, this independent mission society has 
gradually grown in strength and influence amid much 
indifference and even opposition on the part of the 
large number in the Church, who have been and to 
a considerable extent still are, adverse to Jewish 
mission activities. In the course of years the So- 
ciety has gained the interest of a host of warm- 
hearted friends of Israel, who today support its mis- 
sion workers with their prayers and contributions. 

As we have reached the 50th mile-stone in the his- 
tory of the Society, we shall just repeat the fitting 
inscription that Prof. J. H. Blegen chose for the 
25th mile-stone, when he wrote the history of the 
first 25 years of this Society: 


EB EN BZ Re Eee) HATH Bes 
LORDSHELPED =a" 
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_ Preparatory Work 


The Lord used two men to awaken interest for 
Jewish Missions among the Norwegian Lutherans 
in America, that led up to the organization of the 
Zion Society for Israel. They are Rev. JOHAN P. 
GJERTSEN and Pror. SVEN R. GUNNERSEN. Both 
these gifted and warm-hearted friends of mis- 
sions were born, raised and educated in Nor- 
way. Rev. Gjertsen came to America in 1864 and 
was ordained to the holy ministry on a call from a 
Norwegian Lutheran congregation in Racine, Wis. 
Prof. Gunnersen came to this country as a young 
theologian in 1874, to become theological professor 
at Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. Both 
these men of God had an open eye and a warm 
heart for the mission work among the Jews, and 
deplored that nothing was being done by the Nor- 
wegian Lutherans in America for this branch of 
missions. 


Mayo. 2b.’ GJERTSEN; 
rightfully called the “father 
of the Zion Society for 
Israel,” could not confine 
his work to the local work 
in his parish. As a diligent 
student of the Bible he saw 
in the unfulfilled prophecies 
the bright future in store 
for the Jews and the sacred 
obligation resting upon the 
Church according to the Word of God. On the other 
hand he saw how the Church was sadly neglecting 
this sacred missionary debt. The Lord made it plain 
to him that “we are greatly indebted to the Jews, and 
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J. P. Gjertsen 


if we shall hope to hasten mission work among our 
own people and among the heathen, we must do 
missionary work among the Jews as well.” Obedient 
to this inner urge he first presented his views in 
private conversation with fellow-Lutherans at given 
opportunities. But he found at first no sympathy 
for his enthusiastic pleas for Israel. He was met 
with cold indifference by some and strong opposi- 
tion by others. But this adverse attitude did not 
dishearten him. He continued by private conversa- 
tion and by correspondence to show from the Scrip- 
tures the obligation of the Christian Church towards 
the benighted Jews. For several years he sought 
at every opportunity to make his plea, with but little 
response. 


It was a great source of encouragement to this 
lonely advocate of the Jewish cause, when in 1874 
Prof. Gunnersen came to this country and became 
theological professor at Augsburg Seminary. As a 
zealous friend of Christian missions, he had also 
brought with him from Norway a keen interest for 
the salvation of Israel. As members of the same 
Church organization these two friends of Israel met 
frequently and together sought to arouse interest 
for the neglected cause of Jewish Missions. They 
at last succeeded in interesting a few friends. At 
the suggestion of Rev. Gjertsen, Prof. Gunnersen 
had published in their Church organ an article by 
Dr. Gausen entitled, “Reasons for giving the Gospel 
to the Jews.” The following year he published an 
excerpt of a lecture on Jewish Missions, delivered 
by Prof. Frantz Delitzsch in Leipzig, Germany, at 
a General Jewish Mission Conference. To this he 
added an appeal to the Norwegian Lutherans urging 
them to show their love for the Jews. These are 
the first two public appeals made thru the press to 
the Norwegian Lutherans in America in behalf of 
the Jewish Mission cause. 
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As these documents are of historic value to the 
Jewish mission cause among us, we quote in part 
their appeal. Delitzsch says: “... . As truly as the 
Gospel is a power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek, 
just as true is it that the Church that one-sidedly 
limits her preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles. is 
not the object of God’s favor. .. . Brethren, friends, 
from year to year we press home this request: Let 
us without wearying labor for the conversion of Is- 
rael, because it is not our honor, but God’s and the 
Church’s honor that is concerned. And we repeat 
the warning: Do not exclude from your love that 
people, from whom salvation came to us. Shall our 
appeals year after year fall like snow flakes on the 
frozen ground? Far be it from us to lessen your 
zeal for missions to the heathen. Do not Saxony, 
Bavaria and Norway, whose Jewish mission societies 
we here represent, occupy a leading position as far 
as the foreign mission is concerned? Did Paul, be- 
cause he was the apostle to the Gentiles, regard it as 
outside of his call, to labor among Israel? No. Three 
chapters of his Epistle to the Romans deal with the 
Jews. The first one begins thus: ‘I say the truth in 
Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me wit- 
ness in the Holy Ghost, that I have a great heaviness 
and continual sorrow in my heart, for I could wish 
that myself were accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.’ The other 
begins: ‘Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is that they might be saved.’ And 
the third begins: ‘I say then; hath God cast away 
His people? God forbid!’ 

“O, thou Church with the pure Word and Sacra- 
ment, do not these three chapters of Romans belong 
to the pure Word? O thou Church with the Scrip- 
tural confession, are not these chapters a part of the 
Scriptures, by which your confession in word and 
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deed is tested? O thou Lutheran Church, that claims 
that in the obedience of faith you submit to the 
simple understanding of the Word, as found in the 
Holy Scriptures, do you in this case claim the con- 
trary and lull your conscience to sleep by the art of 
perverting the Word? Verily, as long as the spirit 
in these chapters is no more active in you than here- 
tofore, your Christianity still lacks something, and 
that something weighs more in God’s estimation than 
much of what you do possess. 

“Brethren, friends, may we from this day succeed 
in making the Jewish mission an urgent cause in 
Lutheran Christendom! Then shall the Church re- 
deem her honor, and a blot be removed, that in this 
case has made our Church the very opposite of her 


apostolic pattern.” 
+> 


Pror. GUNNERSEN adds 
the following appeal to the 
readers of ‘‘Lutheraneren,’” 
the official organ of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Con- 
ference : “How is it possible 
that he, in whose heart the 
love of God is shed abroad 
by the Spirit, should not 
love the brethren of Christ 
according to the flesh and 
should not be willing to labor that they also might 
become his brethren according to the Spirit? But 
we, yes, we understand very little what it is to love, 
because we are not spiritual, but carnal-minded. 
Nevertheless, we call ourselves Christians. 

“The Lord be praised, in our beloved fatherland 
we see evidences of this love which includes the 
whole human race, because it proceeds from a sin- 
cere spirit. They work with zeal and perseverance 
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Sven Gunnersen 


for the conversion. of the Jews as well as Gentiles. 
The one mission activity supports the other. 

“Brethren, shall the example of our friends over 
there spur us on to greater love? Shall we learn 
of them to be fervent in spirit serving the Lord? 
Alas, in the various organizations of the Lutheran 
Church in this country little or nothing is done for 
the conversion of Israel! What we call love has 
not possessed enough sincerity and strength to open 
wide our hearts. Shall we continue indifferent and 
comfort ourselves with the claim that we have all 
we can do? 

“Personally I have been requested to work for 
the Jewish cause, and will gladly do all I can, if 
possible, to encourage others to love the Chosen 
People of God. Blessed be the memory of the de- 
parted Christian woman, who in my youth sought 
_ to kindle a love for Israel in my heart. God bless 
the venerable servant of the Lord among us, who 
has sought to increase the spark that lay dormant 
in my heart! 

“Some time ago Lutheraneren contained an ar- 
ticle on ‘Reasons for giving the Gospel to the Jews.’ 
It was read at a meeting of a Ladies Aid in Illinois. 
Many hearts were impressed, and it was decided to 
~ give $25.00 to the Jewish Mission. Is there not an- 
other Ladies Aid Society that will follow this praise- 
worthy example? Is there not another one, who 
will assist in bringing the Bread of Life to the ‘Lost 
sheep of the house of Israel ?’ 

“Come, let us on bended knees before the Lord 
cry out: “Do good to Zion, build the walls of Jeru- 
salem!’ Come let us work without wearying, look- 
ing longingly toward the coming days when ‘Israel 
shall blossom and bud and fill the face of the world 
with fruit’ (Is. 27 :6).” 

These appeals aroused the interest of several for 
the conversion of Israel. After this Rev. Gjertsen 
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travelled considerably, delivering lectures on Jewish 
missions and solicited funds for the cause. In the 
early part of 1878 he had raised the sum of. $224 
from 188 persons. 

This modest evidence of interest cwas sufficient 
encouragement to suggest to the few friends of the 
Jews that a Jewish missionary society should be or- 
ganized. 

On Epiphany Day 1878 Rev. J. P. Gjertsen and 
Prof. Sven Gunnersen invited the friends of Israel 
to meet in Rochester, Minn., on March 13th for - 
the purpose of organizing a Society for Israel. We 
quote here in part this invitation: 

“Tt is with joy and gratitude to God that we ven- 
ture to propose the organization of a Jewish Mission 
Society. We acknowledge with humility that we 
have put off this step too long and assume our share 
of the sin and guilt of the Lutheran Church in neg- 
lecting this people, whose inheritance the Christians 
have received. We would therefore gladly do our 
part in making a little contribution to bring about 
the conversion and salvation of Israel. 

“We are aware that an effort to labor for the 
spiritual welfare of these people will meet with 
disdain and opposition on the part of many among 
us. 


“But praised be the Lord! There are however 
those, who have loved Israel even in the dark and 
dreary days. We recall with joy and gratitude the 
great witness, August Herman Francke, who as 
theological professor with burning zeal advocated 
the cause of Israel and fervently impressed upon 
the hearts of his students the conversion of Israel. 
The fruit of that testimony is evident to this day. 
We call attention to the many mission societies that 
labor for the conversion of the Jews in Germany, 
England, Holland and Norway—even in Eastern 
America. 
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“And now, dear Scandinavian brethren in the 
Lord, scattered thruout this new world, will you 
assist in building the walls of Jerusalem? ... Or 
shall we continue to neglect our sacred Christian 
duty? Shall we remain cold and indifferent towards 
these people, who have such a glorious future? Shall 
we not rather call to mind that the Lord has pro- 
nounced the most dreadful revenge upon those, who 
are the enemies of Israel, according to those words: 
‘T will curse them that curse thee.’ 

“Brethren, there are many among you, who never 
breathe a prayer for this people, whose sons have 
written every word of the Holy Bible. O, you, whom 
the Lord has entrusted with the office of the minis- 
try, there are many*among you, who never merition 
the name of Israel, when on behalf of the Christian 
congregation you offer the Church prayer to the God 
of Israel, and pray that the day may soon be here, 
when there shall be one fold and one shepherd.” ... 

Very few responded to this invitation to meet at 
Rochester, Minn. But some preliminary steps were 
taken towards organization work. At this meeting 
a draft of rules for a Mission Society for Israel was 
presented and it was decided to call the society “The 
Gobat Society” after the well-known Jewish Mis- 
sionary, Bishop Gobat in Jerusalem. Nothing fur- 
ther was done. It was decided to hold the organiza- 
tion meeting in June the same year. 


THE ORGANIZATION MEETING 


During the annual meeting of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Conference, held at Stoughton, Wis., the 
Jewish Mission friends gathered at 3 P. M. on 
Sunday, June 24, 1878, for the purpose of organiz- 
ing the proposed missionary society. 

Prof. S. R. Gunnersen briefly stated the purpose 
of the meeting and stressed our indebtedness to the 
Jews, from whom salvation had come to us. Rev. 
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j. P. Gjertsen preached the sermon, choosing for his 
text Hos. 3:4-5. It was a spirit-filled message that 
made a profound impression on the audience. Rev. 
Lars Lund gave the closing address on Romans 9:3, 
contrasting the marvelous love of Paul for the sal- 
vation of Israel and our indifference towards this 
cause. He expressed the hope that love for Israel 
more and more might be kindled in the hearts of 
many Christians. An offering for the Jewish Mis- 
sion amounting to $88.56 was placed on the altar. 
At the close of the services a business session was 
held. It was decided to call the organization “The 
Zion Society for Israel,’ whose object it should be 
“to work for the conversion and salvation of Is- 
rael.” Rules governing the society were read and 
adopted. The organization of local missionary so- 
cleties was urged, two already having been formed, 
one in Rochester and one in Minneapolis. 

A Central Committee was elected, consisting of the 
following members: Rev. JoHAN P. GJERTSEN, 
Pror. SVEN R. GUNNERSEN, the Revs. M. FALkK 
GJERTSEN, Lars LUND and GUSTAV OFTEDAL. The 
Central Committee organized by electing Rev. J. 
P. GJERTSEN president, Rev. M. FaLK GJERTSEN, 
secretary, and Pror. SVEN R. GUNNERSEN treasurer. 
This completed the formation of the Zion Society 
for Israel, and organized Jewish Mission work by 
Norwegian Lutherans in America was begun in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 


A SMALL BEGINNING 


The Society did not feel able to call its own mis- 
sionary during the first two years. Its activity was 
limited to field work done by the president, Rev. J. 
P,. Gjertsen, who travelled among the congregations 
in the cities and rural settlements, presenting the 
cause of the Society, organizing local societies and 
soliciting contributions for the Jewish Mission. In - 
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his lectures and mission sermons he sought to answer 
the following questions: 

1. “Who was the Messiah, the Savior, accord- 
ing to his human nature, Jew or Gentile? | 

2. “Thru what people has salvation come to the 
Gentiles and what do the Gentile-Christians owe that 
people? 

3. “Should we only be concerned about the sal- 
vation of the heathens and in so doing, forget the 
people from whom salvation is come to us, or shall 
we heed the special promise of God, when He 
says: I will bless them that bless Israel ? 

4. “What has been the attitude of Christendom 
to the Jews down thru the centuries of the Church, 
and what position do the Jews occupy today among 
the nations of the earth?” 

By this field work new friends were won for the 
cause, $528.00 collected and 14 local societies or- 
ganized during the first year. 

At the first annual meeting of the Zion Society 
held in Minneapolis, Minn., June 15, 1879, it was 
decided to divide the mission money raised between 
Rev. Faltin’s mission in Kischineff, Russia, and 
Bishop Gobat’s mission in Jerusalem. 

The second annual meeting was held in Palestine 
congregation, Story City, Iowa, June 10, 1880. The 
reports of this meeting were so encouraging that the 
friends began to think seriously that the time had 
come for the Society to call its own missionary to 
the Jews. However, no such step was taken, but 
the Central Committee was authorized to act in the 
matter. 

The Committee met shortly and after due con- 
sideration wrote to Prof. Delitzsch in Leipzig, Ger- 
many, to seek his advice as to the calling of a mis- 
sionary. 

At the 3rd annual meeting held in Rock Creek, 
Iowa, June 19, 1881, the president Rev. J. P. Gjert- 
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sen, reported encouraging progress. He had during 
the year continued his lecture tours in the congre- 
gations and had organized eight new local Societies. 
The treasurer reported that $883.28 had been con- 
tributed during the year. At this meeting a dele- 
gate from a local Society in La Crosse, Wis., brot 
in a request for a possible cooperation between the 
Conference and the Norwegian Augustana Synod in 
the mission work among the Jews. At the next an- 
nual meeting held in Eau Claire, Wis., the president 
reported that he had been in correspondence with 
Rev. S. M. Krogness, the secretary of the Norwe- 
gian Augustana Synod, to ascertain if there within 
that Synod was any interest for the Jewish Mission, 
and if so, would they be willing to cooperate thru 
the Zion Society. 

The venerable president had completed the com- 
pilation of a Jewish mission songbook, which was 
published on his 79th birthday, Oct. 25, 1881. This 
book called ‘“Missionssange for Israel’ contains a 
number of specific Jewish mission hymns written 
by the president, Rev. J. P. Gjertsen. 
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The First Missionary---Meyersohn 


September 8, 1880, the Central 
Committee, having received letter 
from Prof. Delitzsch, met in the 
office of Prof. Gunnersen at Augs- 
burg to consider the calling of a 
Jewish missionary. It was reported 
that two Christians Jews were will- 
ing to enter the service of the Zion 
Society, namely Rev. Paul Werber, 
Pomeroy, Ohio, and Theol. Cand. Meyerson 
Theodor C. Meyersohn, a Russian 
Jew. On the recommendation of Prof. Delitzsch and 
Rev. Gurland, THEOpoR MEryYERSOHN was_ unani- 
mously called as the Zion Society’s missionary in 
Palestine. This important step marked the beginning 
of a new stage in the history of the Zion Society. 
The members of the Committee united in thanking 
the Lord that the Society would now have its own 
mission station and missionary. 

The letter of call was sent setting forth the re- 
quirements and promising the missionary a salary 
of $700.00 in gold and traveling expenses to his 
field of labor. 

Meyersohn received the letter while visiting Rev. 
R. Gurland in Mitau, Russia. In his letter of ac- 
ceptance he says in answer to this call from the Lord: 
“Yes, Lord, since Thou dost consider me worthy to 
proclaim Thy blessed and adorable name to the chil- 
dren of Israel, my brethren, who wander about in 
the wilderness of this world, and to preach to them 
conversion and the forgiveness of sins in Thy Name, 
therefore I will gladly follow Thee wherever Thou 
sendest me.’ He continues in part: “Fathers and 
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brethren, | hereby inform you that I accept your call 
to me and regard it as a call from the Lord. All the 
requirements of your letter of call I shall conscien- 
tiously strive to comply with as the faithful and 
gracious Lord will give me strength in my weak- 
neSs. sis; 

Pastor Gurland accompanied his letter of accept- 
ance with a letter of recommendation in which he 
says: “Honored brethren and friends in Christ, I 
cannot refrain from sending you my heartfelt con- 
gratulations on the occasion of my beloved Meyer- 
sohn’s call. He is an out and out firm, reliable, con- 
scientious and faithful man, who in Jesus Christ 
has found his Savior and his life, and desires to serve 
Him. I therefore commend him, next to God, to 
your faithful brotherly love. Carry him and the 
service you have entrusted to him, upon your pray- 
ing hearts, even as I shall ever do. Ps. 90:17.” 

There was general rejoicing among the friends 
of Israel, when they heard that the Lord had given 
the Zion Society this educated, gifted and spirit- 
filled missionary to the Jews in Palestine. 

Prof. George Sverdrup wrote editorially the fol- 
lowing encouraging statement in Lutheraneren: “It 
must be a source of joy to us all, that the Central 
Committee of the Zion Society for Israel by the 
grace of God has the courage of faith to venture so 
great an undertaking. No doubt, it has been done 
in the name of Jesus and in His faith and we also 
know that the blessing of God will crown the ac- 
tivity with rich fruitage among the Jews and among 
ourselves. 

“The Jewish mission is a cause that has been much 
neglected by the Christian Church. Therefore it 
behooves us all the more, who live in the latter days 
to use our time with diligence.also in this service. 
Those people, who in furious blindness cried out: 
‘His blood come upon us and upon our children!’ 
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have the first and greatest claim on our Christian 
compassion. Truly have they fallen among robbers 
and it is high time that a good Samaritan stoops 
down to them with the message of love and heal- 
eT. 

“We hope that many believing brothers and sis- 
ters in all our Norwegian Lutheran synods will rally 
around this sacred and vital mission, and thus per- 
chance contribute some towards breaking down the 
barriers, which so artificially have separated . what 
should be united.” 


Theodor Carl Meyersohn was born in Gross Sal- 
wen near Friedrichsstadt, Russia, July 31, 1850. 
From the age of 5, he together with his older broth- 
ers received instruction in Hebrew from a pious 
Jewish teacher. From early childhood he had a 
strong desire to study the Holy Scriptures. Es- 
pecially was he eager to become conversant with 
Talmud, which the Jews placed side by side with 
and even above the Old Testament. After he was 
8 years old he devoted all his time to the study of 
Talmud and the rabbinical writings. He sought as 
far as possible to live up to the teachings of the 
rabbis. But in his 16th year already the voice of his 
conscience had become so strong and restless, that 
he no longer was able to hush it with the severe 
requirements of rabbinism. And as he knew of no 
other means by which to quiet his conscience, than 
the pharisaical work-righteousness, he resorted to 
a persevering prayer and fasting. 

His parents sent him to Krenzberg, where he 
studied the Talmud and other Jewish teachings for 
one year, and the following year he received in- 
struction in another city from a rabbi. But his 
stay among the devoted and learned Jews revealed 
more and more to him the emptiness of orthodox 


ras 


> 


Judaism. But whither should he turn? All his ef- 
forts in the way of self-righteousness only con- 
vinced him that this was not the way to Heaven. 

Discouraged and disgusted by the futility of his 
efforts in his 19th year he threw himself into the 
life of worldly society and sought to pacify his con- 
science with the pursuits and pleasures of the world. 
But even in these surroundings he lived a moral 
and respectful life. But repeatedly the Word of 
God came to him: “There is no peace for the un- 
godly.” 

He later made a Sikes to the leader of a 
Jewish sect, called Chassidim (the “holy ones”) 
hoping to find peace for his conscience thru his 
sermons and prayers. But after a stay of 6 weeks 
he went away sick at heart, and disgusted in finding 
in this “holy one” nothing but sham. 

One day he received a tract from a young Jew 
who had come in contact with a Christian missionary. 
This brot him the message of salvation in Christ 
Crucified, which fell like a precious balm upon his 
despairing and famished heart. 

He now made his way to an evangelical preacher 
in the neighborhood, Rev. Wagner, in Nerft. He 
advised him to go to Mitau to see Rev. Rudolf Gur- 
land and have a talk with him about Talmud and 
the relation of the New Testament to the Old. 


Fearing to tell his parents about his plans, he 
secretly left for Mitau. After being instructed by 
Gurland for 2 months he was fully convinced that 
there was salvation in none other but Jesus Christ. 
He returned to his home without being baptized and 
openly confessing Christ. But his conscience troubled 
him for having denied his convictions. After one 
and one-half years he determined to leave his par- 
ents’ house and return to Mitau to be baptized. As 
he did not care to tell his parents of his intentions, 
he left home without taking any of his belongings 
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with him and came empty-handed to Mitau, and Rev. 
Gurland received him gladly with these words: “This 
pleases me, that you have left everything to follow 
the Lord Jesus.” 

On June 11, 1874, he received holy Baptism in 
Trinity Church at Mitau. A Jewish mission com- 
mittee in Mitau provided for him and sent him to- 
gether with his fatherly friend, Gurland, to Berlin, 
where he was employed for 4 months as orderly 
in Elizabeth hospital. Here the manager of the 
hospital, the Duchess von Armin, took interest in 
him and cared for him with motherly love. She 
made it possible for him to complete his theological 
studies, so that after four and one-half years he 
was graduated as a candidate of theology. Shortly 
afterwards he received the call from the Zion So- 
ciety. 

_ He returned to his home in Russia to make an ef- 

fort to win his relatives for the Lord and to bid them 
farewell. His father had died since he 6 years ago 
had left home. And he found his mother broken 
down in health, thru grief over her “prodigal son” 
as she called him. The Lord gave him grace to 
bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to his mother, who 
at first received him coldly, but after a while listened 
attentively to his exposition of Scriptures. He also 
_ visited his sister at Riga and his younger brother 
at Friedrichsstadt, and made a» profound impression 
upon them with his testimony concerning Jesus 
Christ. 

These missionary efforts among his own relatives 
was a good beginning in the service of his Master. 


His ordination to the ministry was to take place 
in Berlin. Before his departure he visited his spirit- 
ual father, Rev. Gurland, at Mitau and preached in 
Trinity Church, where he 6 years earlier had received 
baptism. On the 5th of January, 1881, he was or- 
dained in Berlin by Dr. Wangemann assisted by pas- 
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tors Kratzenstein and Wentland. On February 7, 
1881, Rev. Meyersohn bade farewell to the mission 
friends in Berlin and departed for Jerusalem, where 
he arrived Feb. 22. 

He at once entered upon his mission work, but soon 
found that the city of Jerusalem was a very difficult 
field. Here lived a large number of Orthodox Jews, 
who were very unwilling to hear the Gospel preach- 
ed. They would gather to contradict him, disturb 
his meetings and threaten to do him violence. His 
reports to the Central Committee concerning the 
fruits of his labors were very discouraging. After 
7 months of faithful and prayerful labor in Jeru- 
salem he was forced to leave and on Sept. 8, 1881, 
went to Jaffa. From here he wrote to the Central 
Committee and pictured the dark and discouraging 
prospects for a successful mission activity in Pales- 
tine, and asked to be assigned a mission field else- 
where, preferably in Russia. 

At a meeting of the Central Committee in Minne- 
apolis, Minn., Dec. 20, 1881, it was decided that he 
should continue to labor in Palestine and vicinity 
until the Zion Society held its annual meeting, when 
his request would be acted upon. 

Not being confined to Palestine only by this de- 
cision, Meyersohn took a missionary journey into 
Egypt. Here he labored 3 months in Cairo among 
its 50,000 Jews without seeing any visible fruit of 
his efforts. Due to the slaughter of several hundred 
Europeans by the infuriated mob in Alexandria, it 
was feared that a similar uprising would. take place 
in Cairo, Meyersohn with many other Europeans 
therefore at once left the city. He returned to Jaf- 
fa, where he awaited the decision of the annual meet- 
ing of the Zion Society. 

It was a great disappointment to the Jewish mis- 
sion friends to hear about the hopelessness of the 
field in Palestine and it was not so easy to give up 
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this field. It was not until a year later at the 4th 
annual meeting held in Eau Claire, Wis., June 14, 
1882, that the following resolution was adopted: 
“Resolved that missionary Meyersohn be removed 


to St. Petersburg, Russia, to labor among the Jews 
for the time being.” 


31 


Missionary Paul Werber 


Rev. Paut WERBER, a Jewish 
Christian pastor, who was a candi- 
date for the first call issued by the 
Zion Society, again offered his serv- 
ices. In a communication to Prof. 
Gunnersen, read at the Eau Claire 
meeting, he writes: “It is the Lord 
Himself who urges me to come to 
you a second time after the lapse 

Werber of two years, and thru you to the 
honorable mission Committee with a 
petition that I may be called as missionary among the 
Jews in this country. O how fortunate I would 
consider myself, if I were given the opportunity 
to devote all my time and strength in this service 
of love! ... I therefore knock once more in the 
name of the Lord on your door and pray that the 
Committee send me to the lost sheep of Israel in this 
country. I seek not my own selfish interest. It is 
easier to be pastor for a Christian congregation 
than to go to the Jews with the Gospel of the Cross, 
which even today is foolishness to them. But the 
love for my own brethren according to the flesh con- 
strains me to submit to all the self-denial, such mis- 
sion work may imply.” 

This earnest plea touched the hearts of the Jewish 
mission friends and the meeting instructed the Cen- 
tral Committee to further consider the matter with 
full authority to take action. The Committee met 
the following day and voted to call Rev. Werber on 
a yearly salary of $500.00, and to be stationed in 
Baltimore, Md. In spite of the small salary, Rev. 
Werber accepted the call in August and moved to 
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Baltimore already the following month and began 
his mission work. 

Rev. Paul Werber was born April 16, 1844 in 
Brody, Galicia. His father was a judge and be- 
longed to a rabbi family. Paul was therefore brot 
up strictly according to the Talmudic teachings with 
the intention that he should become a rabbi. His 
father died when he was 7 years old and his pious 
mother cared for his training and instruction till he 
was 10, when he was sent to a devout uncle, who 
taught him further the precepts of Talmud. Later 
he was sent to a rabbinical school where he was in- 
structed in Talmud, but. very little in the Bible. 
Tired of the dry study of Talmud, he turned to the 
study of the Bible under a teacher in Hebrew, who, 
being a secret Christian, called young Werber’s at- 
tention to Isaiah 53. At the age of 17 Werber 
bought a Hebrew New Testament from a Jew in an 
antiquarian bookstore. Thru the study of this 
“treasure” and thru contact with a learned teacher, 
who had secretly accepted Christianity, he lost faith 
in Judaism. He gave up his position as teacher of 
Hebrew in a rabbinical school at Lublin, where he 
had taught for two years. But he had no peace of 
mind. What should he do? 


Shortly afterwards he went to Germany, where 
he became acquainted with Prof. Delitzsch in Leip- 
zig and Prof. Paulus Cassel in Berlin. Prof. Cas- 
sel, a Hebrew Christian, took him into his confidence 
and succeeded by the grace of God in helping him 
to find peace thru faith in Jesus Christ. On the 11th 
of April, 1868, he was baptized. He now studied 
theology in Berlin for four years, graduating in 1872. 
The same year he emigrated to America, was or- 
dained for the ministry on a call from a congrega- 
tion in Vincennes, Ind. Later he served congrega- 
tions in Buffaloville, Ind., Pomeroy, O., and Annapo- 
lis, Md. During this time he commenced the pub- 
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lication of a paper in the interest of Jewish Mis- 
sions, called ‘““Der Freund Israels.” 

In 1882 he was called as missionary to the Jews 
in Baltimore, Md., where he labored faithfully till 
he was summoned to his eternal reward in Septem- | 
ber, 1896. 

Werber was a faithful and efficient missionary 
and reached a very large number of Jews with the 
Gospel message, thru private conversation, public 
preaching, and by distribution of Christian litera- 
ture. He had no mission station, but would gather 
Jews in his own home, where he would show them 
kindness in various ways and preach to them the 
Gospel. Frequently he would secure permission from 
interested pastors to use their churches, where he 
gathered the Jews to hear his message. Werber laid 
great stress on personal work and distribubtion of 
the printed Word in tracts, New Testaments and 
Bibles. During all his years of service he published 
“Der Freund Israels,’ which had between 6 and 7 
hundred readers among the Jews. 

Altho Werber instructed a large number of Jews 
in the Christian faith, he baptized very few during 
his 14 years of labor. He did not encourage bap- 
tism as long as there was no prospect of securing 
employment for those, who took an open stand for 
Christ and were baptized. His plan was, if means 
could be secured, to open an industrial institution 
where candidates for baptism and proselytes could 
learn a trade and thus be helped to remunerative 
positions. But this plan was never realized. 

The fruits of a Jewish missionary can not be 
measured by the number of persons baptized, and 
certainly not»in the ministry of Werber, who with 
Paul regarded his call as a missionary a call to preach 
the Gospel and not to baptize. 

A Jewish Christian is disowned by his parents, 
persecuted by his own people, and owing to the 
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general prejudice and opposition against the Jews 
among Gentile-Christians, it becomes very difficult 
for him to secure work and make a living. For this 
very reason many Jews, who are convinced that Jesus 
is the Messiah, remain secret believers, and for the 
same reason missionaries hesitate in baptizing such 
converts. 

The last years of his life Rev. Werber was a sick 
man, having contracted consumption. He continued 
to work as much as his failing health permitted. 
In his last letter, dated Aug. 3, 1896, he writes: 
“Praise the Lord for what He has done and is still 
doing for me! I know that my illness has been a 
blessing to me and mine. Thru suffering we learn 
to know better our sins and shortcomings, but also 
the power experienced thru faith in God’s grace and 
mercy in Christ Jesus. How wonderfully the Lord 
has led me hitherto! By His grace and mercy He 
brought me out of the night of Judaism into His 
marvellous Light in Jesus Christ and showered up- 
on me blessings of which I am altogether unworthy. 
He will also keep me to the end and help me in the 
hour of death. The Lord bless the Zion Society 
and reward it for what it has done for me!” 

On the 9th of the following month after a pain- 
ful struggle he was relieved of his suffering. His 
dying words were: “I can do nothing more. O God, 
my dear Heavenly Father, have mercy on me!” 
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An Unsuccessful Venture 


The Central Committee at a meeting in Stough- 
ton, Wis., March 5, 1890, discussed the advisability 
of extending the mission activities in America. The 
treasurer reported sufficient funds in the treasury 
to justify the step. A Polish Jew, Israel Emanuel 
Markus, converted and baptized in Sweden, was 
present at the meeting, eager to enter the service 
of the Zion Society. Markus had done mission work 
for some time among the Jews in Chicago, and now 
lived in St. Paul. 

A sub-committee was elected to begin work in St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, and was authorized to em- 
ploy Markus temporarily. At-the annual meeting 
held in Minneapolis, June 16th, the same year, Mar- 
kus gave an encouraging report of the three months 
he had served in the Twin Cities. A young Jew, J. 
H. Wootpl, was taking private instruction in the 
Christian faith. The Society authorized the Central 
Committee to take steps to establish the work in this 
new field. In answer to a request of the Zion So- 
ciety Rev. R. K. Fjelstad of Norway Lake, Minn., 
volunteered to take young Woolpi into his home and 
prepare him for baptism. After two months of in- 
struction he was baptized Aug. 3, 1890, by Rev. 
Fjelstad in East Norway Lake Lutheran Church. 

Woolpi, eager to get an education, was admitted 
to the preparatory department of Augsburg Sem- 
inary, where he spent a year. | 

Rooms were rented on Washington Ave., Minne- 
apolis, where Rev. C. Hauser, a Hebrew Christian, 
and pastor of, a Bohemian Lutheran congregation 
in the city, was engaged to hold Gospel meetings for 
the Jews. Markus invited the Jews to these meet- 
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ings and continued to distribute tracts and New 
Testaments and do personal work. During the first 
year 23 sermons were preached, 205 Jews had at- 
tended the services, 200 New Testaments, 1,390 
tracts and 1,400 invitation cards had been given out. 
This was an encouraging beginning. But a practical 
problem now presented itself to the Zion Society: 
what could be done to help poor proselytes and con- 
verts among the Jews to find employment and make 
a living? 

Missionary Werber’s unrealized plan for the So- 
ciety to operate a self-supporting industrial plant, 
where Jews under the influence of Christianity could 
secure employment, was seriously considered by the 
Central Committee. At the annual meeting of the So- 
ciety held in Greenfield Church, Fillmore Co., Minn., 
Sept. 9-10, 1891, a sub-committee was elected to 
make necessary investigations and the Central Com- 
mittee was authorized to open the proposed indus- 
trial institution. | 

The result was that a suitable building was rented 
and a brush factory opened with a Swedish brush- 
maker in charge as foreman. Here several Jews 
secured work. But unfortunately the foreman, who 
had come highly recommended, was soon found to be 
a drunkard. He was promptly dismissed and a 
Dane was secured to fill the place. But before long 
he too, in spite of his fine recommendations, proved 
to be addicted to the drink habit, and was discharged. 
Another difficulty arose. The anti-Christian Jews 
of the city bitterly opposed this activity and made it 
very unpleasant for the Jews employed there. It also 
became necessary to dismiss Markus as a mission 
worker. And Rev. Hauser, because of the prejudice 
of his parishioners against the Jews, found it neces- 
sary to discontinue his work in the mission. It also 
became evident that the factory was no small liabil- 
ity to the Society. In 1892 the factory was closed 
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and, the Society not having a suitable missionary to 
place in the field, discontinued mission work in the 
Twin Cities for the time being. Several years passed 
by before mission activities were resumed in this 


field. 
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Meyersohn in Russia > 


Having arrived in St. Petersburg, Sept. 23, 1882, 
Meyersohn at once took up the work among the 
30,000 Jews in the Capital City. Already at the be- 
ginning of the next year he could report the conver- 
sion and baptism of two Jews and two Jewesses. 

There were in St. Petersburg about 2,000 Jewish 
proselytes. At the suggestion of Rev. Ferhmann, a 
Lutheran pastor in the city, that a society of prose- 
lytes should be organized, a meeting was held Dec. 
21, 1882, to consider the advisability of such a step. 
It was decided to organize a proselyte-society, whose 
object should be, 1) The mutual edification of its 
members by meditation upon the Word of God and 
prayer, and mutual encouragement to live a Chris- 
tian life. 2)By the spoken and printed Word to 
acquaint the members with the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and seek to win them for Christ by a walk in love. 
3) In every way to help, protect and support the 
proselytes, who. either had already accepted Chris- 
tianity, or were seriously considering taking the step. 

At the first meeting only 10 Jewish proselytes 
were present, but these went out and secured other 
members. This brotherhood was a source of much 
encouragement and mutual benefit to the members 
in cultivating and strengthening their brotherly love. 
But comparatively few joined the Society, the at- 
tendance gradually decreased until it was dissolved 
in 1888. Instead of the proselyte-meetings, the evan- 
gelical Christians of all nationalities would gather 
for “Bible evenings.” 

From 1882 to 1888 the visible result of Meyer- 
sohn’s mission work was 225 Jews baptized, of which 
167 were adults and 58 children. 
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It should be mentioned here that Dr. Althausen, 
Meyersohn’s father-in-law, a Hebrew Christian pas- 
tor, and other Lutheran pastors in the city, assisted 
the missionary greatly in making his mission work 
such a success. 

In the summer of 1888 Meyersohn visited Wilna, 
where his father-in-law, Dr. Althausen, had opened 
a Bible Depot with a large supply of New Testa- 
ments donated by the Mildmay Mission for free 
distribution among the Jews. He was deeply inter- 
ested in this practical and successful mission activity 
among the orthodox Jews in Russia, and was fired 
with a strong desire to establish such a Bible Depot 
in a suitable field. His attention was called to Minsk 
as a very promising Jewish mission field, that was 
_altogether unoccupied. He wrote to the Central 
Committee to acquaint them with his new plan and 
to secure their permission to move to Minsk. But 
before the Committee had time to consider the mat- 
ter, word was received from Meyersohn that he had 
already rented a house in Minsk and was about to 
leave St. Petersburg. In a subsequent communica- 
tion he at length gives the reasons that justified his 
change of field. They were briefly as follows: 

1. Conditions in St. Petersburg had developed 
such that the Lutheran pastors in the city, had agreed 
to take over the Jewish mission work and give the 
instruction preparatory to baptism. 

2. The Russian government had strictly forbid- 
den the evangelical protestant to do mission work 
directly among the Jews. But he had obtained per- 
mission of the government to establish a Bible Depot 
and could then unhindered preach the Gospel to the 
large number of Jews, who would come to the Depot 
to receive gratis New Testaments. 


3. As to Minsk as a desirable place for such a 
Bible Depot, Dr. G. Dalman, the great authority 
on Jewish mission matters said: ‘“To move Meyer- 
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sohn from St. Petersburg to Minsk means a wise 
extension of the work for Israel to take that part 
of the Russian Kingdom, which has the largest 
Jewish population.” Rey. Gurland and Dr. Althau- 
sen had also advised him to make this move 


4. On his visit to Wilna, he met Pastor Adler, 
and thru him had obtained the promise from Pastor 
Wilkinson that the Mildmay Mission would support 
such a Bible Depot for one year. 

Already in October he entered upon his work in 
Minsk and received 1,000 Hebrew New Testaments 
from the Mildmay Mission for free distribution. He 
writes to the Committee that a large number of 
Jews, educated and uneducated, young and old, come 
to the Depot, and receive New Testaments in the 
Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian and German languages. 
This gave him an opportunity to speak to them both 
-in groups and individually about Jesus Christ. With- 
in a month the first 1,000 Testaments were given out, 
but new supplies arrived steadily from England. 
Within 8 months 4,/00 Hebrew Testaments and 
2,000 parts of the New Testament in Jargon, were 
distributed. 

This soon aroused the fanatical Jews in the city 
and they took concerted action.to stop this progress 
of Christianity. The Rabbis forbade the reading 
of the New Testament, and villifying literature about 
Jesus Christ was scattered freely. This antagonism 
made work at the Depot more difficult; but the 
blessed work continued. Requests for New Testa- 
ments came also from neighboring cities and vil- 
lages. 


Meyersohn obtained permission from the govern- 
ment to distribute New Testaments also in other 
parts of the country. Instead of sending Testaments 
by mail to the many, who outside of Minsk asked 
for them, he would make missionary journeys and 
bring them the Testaments, thus giving precious op- 
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portunities to do personal work with seeking souls. 
On these journeys he was often accompanied by 
Dr. Althausen and for several years by a faithful 
Jewish proselyte, Israel Nelom, whom Meyersohn 
baptized Dec. 31, 1889. Frequently they were ex- 
posed to the persecution of fanatical Jews who 
sought to hinder the distribution of Christian liter- 
ature. We quote the account of one of the many 
stormy encounters which Meyersohn reports: “As 
soon as the rabbi heard of the general distribution 
of books, that he regarded as very dangerous, he 
proclaimed a severe ban upon the Jews, who re- 
ceived a New Testament and did not destroy it. The 
hostile Jews then tried to prevent the distribution 
by seizing the Testaments out of the hands of those 
who had received them, and tore them to pieces, as 
they began to throw stones at us. They broke the 
windows and glass doors of our Bible Depot and 
the windows of the adjoining houses, so that the » 
owners of the houses besought us with prayers and 
threats to take our books and leave the place at 
Once a. euiee 

But wherever they came they found Jews that 
were eager to get Testaments. In one city of 30,000 
inhabitants, 8,000 Testaments were given out in 3 
days. To illustrate how Meyersohn would tactfully 
seize every given opportunity to do personal work, 
while on these journeys, we shall relate one instance: 

While on the train one day he noticed a number. 
of Jews in the coach he occupied. He opened up a 
conversation with them and they were soon in the 
midst of an interesting exchange of ideas. As they 
were talking about the brevity and uncertainty of 
life, how people were suddenly taken by various ac- 
cidents, one of the group turned to Meyersohn and 
asked him: “Have you insured your life?” To this 
question he answered, yes. Then they wanted to 
know in what company he was insured, to which he 
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replied: “I am myself an insurance agent. I am em- 
ployed by the oldest, best and most reliable com- 
pany. The Company I represent pays the highest 
dividends. Cripples and sick folks, even dying ones 
can become members and their policies will be paid 
them promptly. And to us agents is promised the 
highest wages possible!’ The Jews look at him 
with surprise and a keen interest. Meyersohn con- 
tinued: “But there is a great difference between this 
Company and other insurance companies. In my 
company the one who dies receives the benefit.” 
The Jews now shook their heads and said: “Are 
you making fools out of us?” Then he goes on to 
explain how God thru Christ Jesus and His atone- 
ment 19 hundred years ago had established this in- 
surance company and He has sent out His agents to 
tell one and all: ‘Be ye reconciled to God!” This tes- 
timony made a deep impression on the Jews and they 
thanked him for the conversations as they departed. 

Since Meyersohn opened his Bible Depot in Minsk 
during the first 10 years he had distributed 156,119 
New Testaments and parts of the Testament besides 
25,000 tracts. 

Meyersohn continued to labor among the Jews 
with Minsk as his headquarters until he died Jan. 
19, 1913. In the 33 years he had served as mission- 
ary of the Zion Society he had baptized 438 sons 
and daughters of Israel. In the death of Rev. Meyer- 
sohn, the Society lost one of its most energetic, 
gifted and successful missionaries, whose labors have 
resulted in the conversion of a very large number of 
Jews. The friends of Israel will remember the many 
interesting and instructive reports he published in 
the various church papers from year to year. Space 
will not permit even a brief summary of his many 
reports. 

But we quote in part from his last report written 
only 8 days before he died. Using Ez. 37:5 as a 
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text he writes: “It is clear that the fulfillment of this 
glorious promise, given the ancient covenant people, 
will soon be realized, and this gives us brighter 
hopes for our Jewish mission work. .. . In Zionism, 
in the Jewish colonies that are now being established 
in Palestine, in the return of Israel to her old home- 
land, where their fathers are resting; we see an evi- 
dence of the ‘dry bones’ beginning to come togeth- 
er. The Jews are beginning to consider themselves 
as a nation. But there is yet no life in the ‘dry 
bones.” However there are already signs indicating 
that the time has come when the spirit of God is 
being more and more poured out upon Israel. In 
greater numbers, not only individuals, but convert- 
ed Jews already constitute a great living people. 
We can therefore hope that all Israel shall soon be 
saved.” (Rom. 11:26.) 

“Unfortunately there are still many Christians, 
who regard Jewish Missions as a useless waste of 
time and means, because they believe it is impossible 
to convert the Jews. But Christians, who think and 
talk that way, can not have experienced the power 
of the Gospel in their own hearts, or have not be- 
come informed about the Jewish mission in its ac- 
tivities and fruits. They forget that the first Chris- 
tians were altogether converted Jews, and that ac- 
cording to Scripture it is easier and more natural 
for a Jew to accept Christ in faith as the promised 
Messiah than for a non-Jew. For in Rom. 11:24 
we read: ‘For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree, 
which is wild by nature and wert grafted contrary 
to nature into a good olive tree, how much more shall 
these, which be the natural branches be grafted 
into their own olive tree?’ This means that if a 
heathen can come to Jesus, then a Jew can more 
easily. But why are there then so many Jews, who 
will not turn to Christ, living as they do in the main 
among the Christian people? Unfortunately the 
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Christians themselves are chiefly to blame for this, 
-as the Jews very rarely among them get in touch 
with genuine Christians, because it is generally a 
caricature of Christ and Christianity they meet in 
the attitude of the Christians to the Jew. This is 
especially the case in the Catholic countries, where 
so many millions of Jews are living, and where they 
so often have been cruelly persecuted by the so-called 
Christians. 
“But when the pure and unadulterated Gospel is 
preached to them by believing Christians in true 
love, then will the veil of Moses by the help of the 
Holy Spirit be removed from their eyes, and many 
Jews will fall down to Christ and accept Him.” 
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Missionary Rudolph Gurland 


At the annual meeting of the Zion 
Society held in Greensfield congre- 
gation, Fillmore Co., Minn., Sept. 
9-10, 1891, the question of calling 
a third missionary was considered 
and the secretary, Prof. J. H. Ble- 
gen, was instructed to correspond 
with ‘prominent leaders in Jewish 
mission work to ascertain reliable 

Giviend information as to a suitable candi- 
date. Among those recommended 
was Rev. Rudolf Gurland in Mitau, Rission. He had 
also written in reply to inquiry that he was willing 
to enter the service of the Zion Society, but on 
the condition that he serve as missionary among the 
Jews in Russia, where he had labored as pastor for 
25 years, had been in close touch with Jewish mis- 
sion work and was well acquainted with conditions 
in, what he considered, the most promising Jewish 
mission field at present. At the meeting Rochester, 
Minn., 1892, this matter was to be considered. 


In the meantime a communication was received 
from Gurland to the effect that the Russian govern- 
ment had ruled that no independent Jewish mission 
activity would be allowed. However as pastor of a 
congregation one would be free to preach the Gospel 
to the Jews. Gurland signified his willingness to 
receive an assistant pastor in his parish that he may 
serve the Zion Society as a part-time Jewish mis- 
sionary. The Society after some discussion voted to 
call Rev. Gurland for 2 years, to begin with, on a 
salary of $600.00 annually. This call he accepted. 

Meanwhile Rev. Gurland had received reliable as- 
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surance from the officials at St. Petersburg that he 
could be free to do Jewish mission work in Russia, 
even if he ceased to serve his congregation as pas- 
tor. Thus the Lord opened the way for the Zion 
Society to extend a permanent call to Gurland. And 
at the annual meeting in the Vang Church, Goodhue, 
Co., Minn., in November, 1893, he was called as 
missionary with a salary of $1,200.00. 

Ta this call Gurland replied: “Trusting the Lord, 
who so far has graciously blessed me, and who is 
strong in the weak, I now sever my connection with 
my beloved congregation as its pastor, and promise 
from now on to devote all my time and strength and 
all my physical and spiritual gifts, that God has 
given me, in the service of the Jewish Mission, in 
love and faithfulness conscientiously to fill the holy 
office entrusted to me and everywhere to win souls 
for the Lord.” 

Rudolf Hermann Gurland was born in Wilna, 
June 29, 1836, the son of a rabbi. He was first in- 
structed by his father, then attended the school of 
Talmud in Wilna 5 years, and spent 5 years in the 
school of rabbis at Wilna. After one year in the 
rabbi-convent at Wolosin, he served one year as 
teacher and assistant rabbi for his uncle and then 
as rabbi in Lemborg, Galicia. In 1857 he received 
the Doctor’s degree and was called as rabbi and dean 
of the rabbi convent, in Berditschew, where he re- 
mained till 1860. At this time a liberal movement 
among the Jews represented by the Mendelsohnian 
school in Germany agitated the minds of many es- 
pecially the younger rabbis. Gurland, who from the 
start openly fought the movement, soon realized that 
his faith in the inspiration of the Talmud was shak- 
en. He found himself in spiritual anguish. He felt 
convinced of the futility and emptiness both of fan- 
atical orthodoxy and of the superficial new move- 
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ment. He resigned as rabbi and for two years de- 
voted himself to literary work and lecturing. 

While in the midst of writing a comprehensive 
treatise on “Judaism and its Reformatory efforts in 
the 17th and 18th centuries,” he got in touch with 
Christianity, which revolutionized his Jewish wis- 
dom and learning, and his above mentioned book 
was never published. 

From a Jew, whom he in 1862 entertained, he 
had received a Hebrew New Testament and for 
the first time was informed of Rev. Faltin’s mission 
work in Kischenew. Darkness reigned in his soul. 
He cried to God: “Send me Thy Light and Thy 
Truth! My soul thirsts after God,. after the living 
God.” He decided to go to Kischenew to get ac- 
quainted with Faltin. 


In 1863 a young man of 27 years came to Rev. 
Faltin and introduced himself as a rabbi, who had 
just finished his studies, and was anxious to find 
employment by giving private instruction in writing 
and drawing. He asked if Faltin could help him to 
such a position in his parish. This the pastor prom- 
ised to do but did not succeed. It then occurred to 
him to have the rabbi give him instruction in read- 
ing the Hebrew Bible. This Gurland promised on 
condition that they should not discuss religious ques- 
tions or enter into Bible interpretations. He reluct- 
antly promised this, but resolved to pray all the more 
earnestly for his soul and leave the rest to the Lord. 
They read the Old Testament thru together once 
and started the second reading. Faltin noticed that 
the rabbi was looking more thoughtful and serious. 
This encouraged the pastor to pray more fervently 
for him. When they had read thru Isaiah 53 the 
rabbi fell into deep thought. After a pause the pas- 
tor suggested another reading of the chapter to 
which he gladly consented. Gurland left him deep- 
ly impressed. No sooner was the pastor alone when 
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he on his knees pleaded that the Lord would perfect 
the work He ‘had begun in the young man’s heart. 
The next day to the pastor’s surprise Gurland him- 
self suggested that they read Isaiah 53 together once 
more. He interrupted the reading by saying: “I find 
so much in the Bible that I have not seen before 
altho I have learnt the Old Testament by heart. It 
all seems to apply to your Jesus, so that I will soon 
be forced to believe that He is the promised Mes- 
siah.” 

From now on he diligently searched the Scrip- 
tures and sought out the passages referring to the 
Messiah. One day he came to Faltin and declared 
that he was now convinced that Jesus was the Son 
of God and the promised Messiah and expressed 
his surprise that he had not seen this before. He 
also succeeded in winning his wife for the Gospel. 

It soon became known among the Jews that rabbi 
Gurland had accepted Christianity and every effort 
was made to dissuade him, but he silenced his perse- 
cutors by the Old Testament Scriptures. May 8, 
1864, together with his wife he was baptized by Rev. 
Faltin in the Lutheran Church at Kischinew. At the 
close of the service a feeble old Christian woman 
stepped up to the converted rabbi and said as her 
face beamed with joy: “I thank my Savior who 
strengthened me today so that I could be present 
at this service to hear your confession and witness 
your baptism. For 18 years I have asked you of the 
Lord.” Year after year this devout Christian had 
come to her pastor, Rev. Faltin, and earnestly plead- 
ed with him to do something for the 40,000 Jews 
living in Kischinew without a Savior, while she had 
continued patiently for 18 years praying that the 
Lord would raise up a missionary among these be- 
nighted Jews. Now her prayers were answered. 

Gurland now attended the mission school and 
Uniyersity at Berlin, for three years by the aid of 
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the Jewish Society of Berlin. In the fall of 1867 
he was ordained for the Holy Ministry on a call to 
become Rev. Faltin’s assistant pastor. Here the 
Lord used him in a blessed and fruitful ministry 
among Jews and Christians, until in May, 1871, he 
was called to Mitau as assistant pastor of Trinity 
Church with the understanding that he should work 
as much as possible among the Jews. In 1876 he 
became pastor primarius of Trinity Church, which 
position he held until he was called as Jewish Mis- 
sionary by the Zion Society for Israel. 

When Gurland severed his connection with Trin- 
ity Congregation to devote all his time to the Jewish 
Mission, he moved to Riga, where he resided 3 
years. From here he made extensive journeys in 
Russia, especially in the Baltic provinces, and also 
in Finland and Poland. In the fall of 1896 with the 
consent of the Zion Society he moved to Odessa, 
from which center he carried on an extensive and 
blessed mission work among the Jews in Southern 
Russia. 
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Greater New York 


It was repeatedly discussed in the Central Com- 
mittee as a forward step, if some one of our own 
people could be found, who was qualified and will- 
ing to enter the mission work besides our Jewish 
Christian missionaries. At the annual meeting in 
Vang Church, Nov. 14, 1893, it was decided to en- 
courage spirit-filled students or seminary graduates 
to prepare themselves for Jewish mission work and 
to finish their special preparation by taking a course 
at Prof. Delitzsch’s Jewish Mission Seminary at 
Leipzig, Germany. 

Several years passed before such a man could be 
found, whom the Committee could recommend for 
the mission. The advisability of taking up work 
among the large number of Jews in America also 
became a subject for serious consideration in the So- 
ciety. Rev. JAcop TANNER, president of the Society 
in his report to the annual meeting in 1908, called 
attention to this urgent need. He said in part: “One 
fifth of the Jews in the world are now found in this 
country and are yearly coming to our shores in ever 
increasing numbers. In 1903 we received 76,000 
Jewish immigrants; in 1904, 106,000; in 1905, 125,- 
000; in 1906, 150,000 and in 1907 over 200,000. We 
shall soon have one-half of the entire Jewish popu- 
lation in the world. This gifted and aggressive peo- 
ple are wielding a mighty influence in this country 
already. With few exceptions they settle in our 
Cities. In New York City alone they have 3,000 
lawyers and nearly 1,000 doctors. We have Jews 
as judges, senators, congressmen, University presi- 
dents and professors. Our Secretary of Labor is 
Oscar Strauss, a Jew, and the president’s private 
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secretary, Mr. Loeb, is a Jew. The great labor- 
leader, Samuel Gompers, is a Jew. They own and 
control some of the largest banking institutions in 
the country ; own and control a large number of our 
largest daily papers, and to a large extent have 
monopolized the clothing business. They number 
115 millionaires. A people with such energy, ability 
and ambition will wield a very telling influence in 
our country. . It is therefore the urgent mission 
of the Christian Church to win the ewe in America 
for Christ. And this is especially the mission of the 
Christian Church in America. And this is a valid 
reason why the Zion Society more and more should 
come to regard the Jews in America as its mission 
field. When the Society calls a third Jewish Mis- 
sionary, I hope he will be stationed in this country. 
Our motto should be: The Jews in America for 
Christ.” 


In 1899, at the annual 
meeting, St. Ansgar, Iowa, 
the Zion Society extended 
a call to Rev. A. H. GJEVRE 
to be stationed in Greater’ 
New York. He was recom- 
mended as a man well ac- 
quainted with oriental lan- 
guages and Jewish litera- 
ture, and a warm-hearted 
Christian and friend of Is- 
rael. He accepted the call and in October, 1900, en- 
tered upon his duties among the many Jews in Great- 
er New York. 

As Gjevre had no mission hall where he could 
gather the Jews for Gospel meetings or instruction 
his work was limited to personal and private con- 
versations, ‘and distribution of literature. He was 
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A. H. Gjevre 


compelled to resign after but two and one half years 
of labor, due to sickness in his family. 

In this brief time he met with many trying ex- 
periences among Christ-hating Jews, but also won 
the respect and friendship of several, who gladly 
received New Testaments and tracts and eagerly 

listened to his testimonies. 
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Heimann in Chicago 


The Central Committee met in 
Minneapolis, May-13, 1903, to con- 
sider the calling of a new mission- 
ary for Greater New York to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by Gjevre’s 
resignation. Rrev. EMANUEL N. 
HEIMANN, a Hebrew Christian, 
who for 10 years had done mission 
work among the Jews in Chicago, 

Heimann at first in the service of the German 
Lutheran Iowa Synod and later sup- 
ported by a local Society called “The Chicago Lu- 
theran Mission to Israel,” was strongly recommend- 
ed for the position. A call was extended to him, 
with the understanding that he should continue to 
make Chicago his field of labor, being already so 
well acquainted with the field. The work in New 
York was not resumed by the Zion Society for many 
years, 

Rev. Heimann accepted the call and severed his 
connection with “The Chicago Lutheran Mission to 
Israel” July 8th the same year. Simultaneously this 
society at a meeting held in Immanuel Swedish Luth- 
eran Church, Pastor C. A. Ewald, D.D., presiding, 
adopted resolutions to the effect that the Society 
commended the decision of the Zion Society, and 
transferred to the Zion Society for Israel its prop- 
erty, such as books and furnishings of the rented 
mission place, and promised that its members in the 
future would support the Zion Society and consti- 
tute themselves as a “Chicago Local Society” of this 
organization. 

Rev. Emanuel Nathanael Heimann was born of 
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Jewish parents in Lankowa, Russia, Sept. 25, 1856. 
- His father was an orthodox rabbi, a learned Tal- 
_ mudist. At the age of 4 Heimann began his school- 
ing. Fifteen years of age he was sent to the school 
of rabbis in Wilna. Later while on his way to Ger- 
many to continue his education a young man in a © 
hotel approached him with a book in his hand. He 
was not a Jew and could not make himself under- 
stood, but repeatedly words occurred, which Heimann 
understood, such a “prophets,” “Jesus,” “Messiah.” 
He opened his book and pointed to a passage, as he 
repeated the words: “Prophets,” “Jesus,” ‘‘Mes- 
siah.” Heimann read the passage, Sak. 12:10, looked 
at the young man, and he nodded his head as he 
repeated the three words. After coming to Berlin 
the words: “And they shall look to him, whom 
they have pierced,” came back to him again and 
again. One Sunday morning he ventured into a 
church. Over the entrance he read these words: 
“Here is the House of God.” He sat down by the 
door. The Lutheran pastor preached on Matt. 22 :1- 
14, spoke earnestly of the divine invitation into His 
Kingdom and how the people rejected the invitation, 
persecuted, killed God’s messengers and finally killed 
the Messiah, who came to Israel. He was deeply 
moved by this testimony as he asked himself : “Dear 
God, is it true, what I have heard ?” 


He came back to the church in the evening, and 
Sunday after Sunday, eager to hear more. The 
church was “Kristus Kirchen” and the preacher he 
listened to was the eloquent Prof. Paulus Cassel. 
Later he called on Prof. Cassel and discussed with 
him the great questions that troubled his soul. In 
his heart he gradually became convinced that Jesus 
was the Son of God and the promised Messiah. 
But he dreaded the consequences of taking an open 
stand for Christ. For some time he stayed away 
from church and avoided to meet the professor. But 
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one day he met Lichtenstein, a learned and pious 
Jewish missionary in Berlin. To him he opened 
his heart. Lichtenstein told him: “It will be hard 
for thee to kick against the goad.” “He that loveth 
father and mother more than me is not worthy of 
me.” Thru Lichtenstein he became acquainted with 
Pastor Heinrich Daab, a city missionary in Berlin. 
From him he received instruction. His eyes were 
opened and he received, by the grace of God courage 
to publicly confess his faith in Jesus Christ. On the 
Second Day of Pentecost, 1875, he was baptized in 
St. Gertrude’s Church in Berlin, He now spent four 
years as a student at the Gossner Seminary in Berlin 
and during this time he had the privilege of making 
his home with the devout pastor, Rev. Schwartz in 
Schlieffenberg. The exemplary Christian family life 
in this home strongly convinced him that Christianity 
does not consist merely in words, but in power and 
life. 

In the summer of 1880 he graduated from the 
Seminary and shortly afterwards emigrated to Amer- 
ica, called as assistant pastor to Rev. Zeilinger. in 
Mitchell Co., Iowa, where he was ordained April 
24, 1881. His salary was $10.00 per month and 
board and room at the parsonage. In July the same 
year he was called to the pastorate of the Lowa Sy- 
nod near Cresco, Iowa. He also organized and 
served other neighboring congregations. In 1888 
he married Miss Jennie M. Miller. 

In 1893 the lowa Synod opened a mission to the 
Jews in Chicago and Heimann was called as their 
missionary, which work he began in Jan., 1894. 

Concerning the progress of the Jewish mission 
work in Chicago he later wrote: “The Lord has in 
mercy approved of this work of love for Israel 
far beyond what we had expected. This the old arch 
enemy could not tolerate, and ceased not his attacks 
until the Synod in 1902 decided to discontinue the 
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mission. The Scandinavian brethren, who in all these 
years out of love for the cause, had supported this 
mission, now continued the work by organizing an 
inter-synodical society, called “lhe Chicago Luther- 
an Mission to Israel.’ Cheerfully they continued the 
work of love for Israel, trusting alone in the Lord 
and independent of any synods. I rejoice and thank 
God heartily that the work among the Jews in Chi- 
cago is carried on by the Scandinavian brethren, 
not actuated by synodical patriotism, but in obedience 
to the Word of God and out of love for his miserable 
people Israel. May the faithful and gracious God, 
who never slumbers or sleeps, prosper the work of 
our hands thru Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day and forever !”’ 

Missionary Heimann worked faithfully and un- 
tiringly in the Zion Society until the summer of 1917, 
when he suffered a slight stroke, which made it 1m- 
possible to continue his services. A serious condition 
of nervousnes that at times affected his mind com- 
pelled him to resign in May, 1918. He moved with 
his family to Los Angeles, Cal., hoping that a change 
of climate would help him to regain his health. And 
at first he was hopefully improving, but only for a 
short time. He suffered a second stroke that so af- 
fected his mind that he had to be taken to a hospital 
for special care and treatment, only 12 miles from 
the city. Here his faithful wife, who had tenderly 
cared for him as long as possible in their home, now 
visited him frequently. The 21st of March, 1923, 
he passed away and was buried in Los Angeles, 
March 24, Rev. P. B. Hoff officiating. 


To Rev. Heimann belongs the credit for laying a 
solid and safe foundation for the Chicago Mission, 
where he labored during all his years of service as 
a missionary. To begin with he was met with the 
bitter hatred and disturbance of the Jews, and found 
very little sympathy and support for his work among 
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the Lutheran pastors and churches in the city. He 
was greatly handicapped in his work, because the 
only mission place he had for several years, where 
he could gather the interested Jews for public preach- 
ing and private instruction was a rented room, 12x14, 
on second floor. 

In 1909 the Society purchased a two-story build- 
ing for $18,250, on the corner of 13th St. and Hal- 
sted St. in Chicago’s largest Jewish district. The 
first story was divided into reading room, chapel, 
missionary’s office. The chapel and reading room 
combined, being separated with rolling doors, and had 
a seating capacity of 125. The second story was 
rented out for business purposes. On March 28, 
1910, the building was dedicated by Missionary Hei- 
mann, assisted by Revs. H. B. Kildahl, C. K. Solberg, 
C. E. Tiller, R. O. Sigmond and G. T. Rygh. This 
was a day of rejoicing and thanksgiving to the 
friends of Israel. The Zion Society finally had its 
own building, conveniently arranged and equipped as 
a mission station and located in the largest Jewish 
settlement of Chicago. | 

But this old building soon became too small and 
inconvenient to take care of the increasing attendance 
and the added activities. A new and spacious build- 
ing was needed. In 1914 this building was sold to 
a wrecking company and a new four-story, fire-proof 
building was erected on the same site at a cost of 
$35,000.00. . 

In these new and commodious quarters, named 
“The Zion Building,’ the Chicago mission was in 
position to extend its influence by adding several 
practical activities to its program in this large and 
promising field. 

Sunday, Nov. 29, 1914, was a memorable day in 
the history of the Zion Society, when this modern 
building was dedicated. The spacious chapel was 
filled to over-flowing by the friends of the mission, 
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many having come from afar. Prof. J. H. Blegen 
gave the introductory address using as his text 1 
Sam. 7:12. Missionary Heimann and Revs. A. H. 
Lajevreye)se Mortensen, C. C. Holter, CoS. Vang, 
and J. N. Walstead read the Scripture selections, 
after which Rev. C. K. Solberg, the president of 
the Society, preached the sermon on 1 Kings 9:3, 
and dedicated the mission building in the name of the 
Triune God. 

It was now possible for the missionary to reach 
the Jews and win their confidence and goodwill thru 
practical and personal services of love. On the 
third floor the mission conducted a Free Dispensary, 
where the Jewish mothers with their children would 
come to receive free medical and surgical aid. On 
the fourth floor attractive rooms for kindergarten, 
Sunday School, sewing classes and mothers’ meet- 
ings were furnished. These activities were in charge 
of a deaconess and an assistant. On the second floor 
was the chapel, reading room, missionary’s office and 
a waiting room. First floor was rented to a clothing 
firm at $275 per month. On the roof was a large 
and comfortable open-air meeting-place, with a can- 
vas canopy, much used in the summer, away from 
the dust and noise of the street. 

For several years the mission by these various 
practical ministrations of Christian love gathered a 
large number of Jews. Hearts and homes were grad- 
ually opened by this personal touch. The attendance 
of children in the kindergarten, Sunday School and 
boys’ and girls’ classes increased and the attendance 
at the lectures and preaching services in the chapel 
was encouraging. The missionary had a splendid 
opportunity in a tactful way to do personal work 
among the many who frequented the reading room. 


The work done by the lady workers in the mis- 
sion has in no small degree helped to bring the Chris- 
tian spirit of love and the Gospel truth in a prac- 
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tical and effective way to the hearts and homes of a 
large number of Jews. 


OPS Pa LS 


Minnie c. Nyborg 


Of the lady workers in the Zion Society SISTER 
MINNIE C. Nysorc of the Norwegian Luther- 
an Deaconess Home in Chicago served longest in 
the Chicago station. From 1912 to 1928, she has 
labored faithfully, untiringly and effectively among 
the children and mothers of Israel. She has had 
charge of the work with the children, the mothers’ 
meetings, and the free dispensary. During the many 
years of consecrated and prayerful ministry in 
Christian love, she has endeared herself to a host of 
Jewish mothers and children and was welcomed into 
many Jewish homes. It is to be regretted that this 
able and devoted worker must needs sever her con- 
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nection with the Zion Society, having allied herself 
with a non-Lutheran Church. May the Lord richly 
bless her long service with the Zion Society and con- 
tinue to bless her in her future field of labor! 

In 1919 Miss EsTHER 
OxLson was called as full- 
time worker and has served 
faithfully together with Sis- 
ter Minnie. She is a con- 
scientious and untiring 
worker. Her kind, tactful 
and sympathetic ways have 
won for her the love and 
confidence of the Jewish 
children and mothers. 

From time to time they 
have been assisted by other 
workers, many who have 
volunteered their services. 
Among these we mention Sisters MAE GULLICKSON, 
OLETTE BERGSETH, and MartrHa BAKKE, Misses 
EpitH Epwarps, ETHEL Pace, and Harriet EL- 
LEFSON. 

Of the many doctors who have given gratuitously 
their services in the dispensary we mention especially 
Dr. E. Henderson, Dr. Alice Conklin, Dr. Anna 
Blount, Dr. Lena Hatfield, Dr. Emily Selby, Dr. 
K. B. Rich and Dr. T. Warloe. 


Esther Olson 
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Isadore Schwartz 


Several of the Hebrew Christians, 
who have served the Zion Society 
as missionaries to the Jews, have 
been won for Christianity by, mis- 
sionaries who have served the Zion 
Society. ISADORE SCHWARTZ is one 
of these converts. In Jassy, Rou- 
mania, he was brought to Christ by 
Rev. John Resnick, who at the age 

Schwartz of 16 came under the influence of 
the Gospel thru Meyersohn, and 
Meyersohn was won thru the ministry of Gurland. 
And all four have been missionaries in the service 
of the Zion Society. And Gurland’s conversion can 
be traced to Rev. Faltin’s ministry, whose mission 
work in Kischenew, Russia, the Zion Society sup- 
ported in its very beginning, before it had established 
its Own mission station. 

Isadore Schwartz was born May 6, 1890, at Jassy, 
Roumania, of strictly orthodox Jewish parents. At 
the age of 6 years he attended the Jewish Roumanian 
Public School, and after school hours he was tutored 
in the private Jewish School, called “chedar,’’ where 
he had to commit to memory many prayers and many 
chapters from the prophets. Ten years old he began 
the study of Talmud and other rabbinical teachings, 
as his parents wanted him to become a rabbi. The 
more he studied the Talmud the more did his bitter- 
ness towards the Christians increase. The Christians 
owned the land and ruled the country, frequently 
were intoxicated and would assault, rob and even 
murder the Jews. At home and in school he heard 
of new atrocities of the Christians against the Jews, 
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and was taught that he could not expect anything 
else from people, who worshipped the ‘Impostor’ 
(meaning Jesus Christ). At the age of 13 he be- 
came a son of the law and joined the synagogue. 
Having finished his preparatory studies, at the age 
of 15 he entered a rabbinical school and was ins 
structed for several years by the rabbi of the city. 
One day while walking the streets he picked up a 
paper written in Hebrew. It was a copy of the 
“Berith-Am,’ a Jewish Christian monthly paper 
published by Rev. John Resnick, the Hebrew Chris- 
tian missionary in Jassy. Here he read that any one 
coming to the mission would receive a copy of the 
New Testament. He procured a copy and began to 
read it, comparing Scripture with Scripture. Anx- 
ious to see the mission, after much hesitation he 
ventured to visit it and after a brief talk with Mis- 
sionary Resnick, he ran home full of fear to think 
that he had been in the place where Jesus was 
preached. He soon secretly attended another meeting 
at the mission, heard the Word of God preached 
and listened to fervent prayer for the Jews and their 
salvation. He studied with great interest the Epistle 
to the Romans and often attended the mission. It 
gradually became clear to him that Jesus was the 
Messiah of the Jews and he believed in Him. 


No sooner had he made known his faith in 
Jesus, when the struggle began between his love for 
Jesus and his love for his parents and the rabbis.. 
But he remained steadfast. Huis rabbi condemned 
him. A sister in America urged him to come to 
stay with her. He arrived in New York, October 
31, 1910, and was gladly received by his sister, whom 
he had not seen for 15 years. But when he publicly 
confessed Christ and was baptized, she would not 
have him stay at her home for fear that her children 
- might be influenced by Christianity. And so he left 
for Chicago. Here he found his way to the mission 
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of the Zion Society, where he received further in- 
struction from Missionary [leimann and was con- 
firmed in Zion Lutheran Church, Chicago, by Rev. 
C.S. Vang. He attended a Bible School for a while, 
until the Zion Society helped him thru Chicago Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary, During his three years 
at school he did part-time service in the Jewish Mis- 
sion. After his graduation in 1917, he was called 
by the Society to become assistant to Missionary - 
Heimann. In Sept. 1918, he was called to succeed 
Rev. Heimann as missionary at the Chicago station. 
On Jan. 26, 1919, at the 40th anniversary celebration 
of the Society held in Zion Lutheran Church, Chi- 
cago, he was ordained to the ministry and installed 
as missionary by the president of the Society, Rev. 
C. Kk. Solberg, assisted by the General Superinten- 
dent, Rev. J. Resnick and Board members. 

Schwartz labored faithfully in charge of the Chi- 
cago Mission till 1922, when he resigned to accept 
a call as missionary in the Toledo Hebrew Lutheran 
Mission, Toledo, Ohio. | 

Other Hebrew Christians, who have assisted the 
missionary in the Chicago station are NATHAN 
STONE, ALDEN Betty, Morris KAMINSKy, Roy 
KAUFMAN, NATHAN Korn. The two last named 
were converts of the Zion Society mission in 
Chicago. 

When Rev. Schwartz resigned, Rev. VIcTOR. 

- STERNHERZ, who had been stationed in charge of the 
mission work in the Twin Cities, was transferred 
to the Chicago field, where he still is missionary in 
charge. 

The one-time Ghetto of Chicago in the midst of 
which the Zion Building was located, was fast chang- 
ing complexion. The Jews were moving to other 
parts of the city and other nationalities were moving 
into the field, until it became quite plain that the 
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Jews could no longer be reached by our activities 
from the mission in that location. 

The splendid property on 1261 S. Halsted St. 
was sold for $53,300 in April, 1923. Some time was 
spent in careful investigation as to where to re-locate 
the Chicago station. General Superintendent Res- 
nick commissioned Student Nathan B. Stone, a He- 
brew Christian, doing part-time service in our mis- 
sion, to make a thoro canvass of several Jewish dis- 
tricts in the city. The Humboldt Park district was 
selected as the best field. Here the local committee 
found a two-story house for sale at 2156 Pierce Ave., 
which the Society purchased for $19,000. The mis- 
sion station was formally opened in its new location 
and the building dedicated Nov. 2, 1924. 

A blessed work has been carried on in this new 
field. Many Jews have been won by the Gospel and 
the various services and classes are well attended. 
Especially has the faithful ministry among the chil- 
dren and young people met with encouraging results. 

We quote from one of Sister Minnie Nyborg’s an- 
nual reports to show the nature of the work done by 
the lady-workers: “We have had our regular ac- 
tivities during the past year (1927), Sunday School, 
industrial classes for children and women, prayer 
and praise service for children and Bible classes. 
We are happy to have reached many new Jewish 
children with the Gospel during the year. Many 
Jewish homes in the district have been visited. To- 
gether with Miss Esther Olson I have canvassed 
from door to door, distributing the Word of God 
by means of tracts, single Gospels, Bibles and parts 
of the Bible. I have made over 800 calls, given out 
5,000 tracts and 300 parts of the Bible. We find so 
many Jews willing to take our literature and prom- 
ise to read it. Often we have been invited into the 
homes and had occasion to read and explain the Gos- 
pel and pray with them.” 
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The work among the children and young people 
is the most hopeful feature of Jewish Missions. It 
is sowing the Word in receptive hearts, that gives 
promise of a sich ingathering in the future. 
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Missionary Victor Sternherz 


VicToR STERNHERZ was born in 
Bratzlav, Russia, in December, 
1865, of very poor, but pious and 
strictly orthodox parents. His fa- 
ther was son of Rabbi Nathan, who 
was the foremost disciple of Rabbi 
_ Nachman C. Simehah, the founder 

of the Chassidic sect, called “‘Bratz- 
laver Chassidim.” 

In his early youth he was present Sternherz 
at the dedication of the first public 
school built by the government in Bratzlav. One of 
the hymns sung by the priest and boys’ choir made 
a deep impression on him and the refrain of the 
words “Lord, have mercy,” kept ringing in his ears 
down thru the years. Never before had he attended 
any Christian service, and this was the only one in 
his early life. The impression it made on his mind 
was overwhelming and he wished he might attend 
this school and study the secular branches. But he 
knew it would be useless to plead with his pious 
father for permission, who regarded the secular 
books as unholy. And then the students must sit 
with uncovered heads in the school and even have to 
go to school on the holy Sabbath. 

But he was bound to quench his thirst for knowl- 
edge in some way. First he went about to learn the 
Russian language. By the aid of a Russian dic- 
tionary he made good progress. He learnt that his 
uncle possessed parts of the Old Testament with 
the text printed in Hebrew and Russian in opposite 
columns. Daily he visited his uncle to study this 
Hebrew-Russian Bible, and would spend 8 to 10 
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hours every day for several months, until he had 
memorized the Russian text of the first 5 or 6 chap- 
ters of Isaiah. Later he secured a Russian handbook 
in arithmetic and mastered it. 

Like him, there were thousands of orthodox boys 
and girls who had such obstacles to overcome to 
get an education at that time. 

He desired to learn the printer’s trade and had the 
opportunity to become an apprentice with a Jewish 
printer. But his parents refused, because it would 
be below their dignity to have one of their children 
become a “simple working-man.” 

At the age of 20 he was married. But to escape 
five years of military service, he went to Austria. 
But being too poor to go into house-keeping, his 
wife returned to Nemirev to stay with her parents. 
They kept up a correspondence and she visited him 
once during his two years’ stay in Austria. But 
when she learnt of his conversion she secured a 
divorce. A few years later she contracted heart dis- 
ease and died at the age of 35. 

While he was in Czernowitz, Austria, in 1889, at 
the age of 23, he came under the influence of Chris- 
tianity thru the preaching of Rev. Philippus Gordon, 
a Hebrew Christian missionary. His first address 
was an eye-opener to him. In all his intensive study 
of the Old Testament prophets by the help of the 
Talmud and Midrashim he had become more and 
more at sea, experiencing the truth of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah 29:11: “And the vision of all is 
become unto you as the words of a book that is 
sealed.’ But the more he listened to the missionary 
the more did it shed light on the perplexing questions 
that for years had troubled him. In his first inter- 
view with the missionary, he was asked if he had 
studied the Scriptures; to which he replied that he 
had, but did not understand them. Rev. Gordon 
then gave him this helpful word: “My dear brother, 
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you are not the only one who enters such complaint. 
In fact, the whole Jewish nation suffers from that 
very malady. But let me tell you one thing: The 
Old Testament does not make up the whole of God’s 
revelation to men. You have no doubt heard of the 
New Testament, which is the second part of the 
Bible. The Old Testament is incomplete without the 
New, like a lock without a key. The only key that 
fits perfectly to the unlocking of the Old Testament 
Scriptures is its second part, called the New Testa- 
ment. I can present you with a copy. Take it home 
and study it prayerfully. It will help you as it has 
helped me. God bless you!” 

Shortly afterwards Rev. Gordon was compelled 
to return to Stockholm, Sweden, and he invited 
Sternherz to go with him. He gladly accepted the 
invitation. In Stockholm he entered a Home for 
Jewish Inquirers, and now began a new period in his 
life. Here he learnt the printer’s trade and studied 
the Scriptures and the Swedish language. 

After 18 months of earnest study of the Word of 
God, he was able by the grace of God to confess his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior 
and receive Holy Baptism, March 22, 1891. He 
spent a year in London and then returned to Stock- 
holm, where he worked at the printer’s trade as a 
compositor till 1902, when he was sent by the Swed- 
ish Mission Society in Leipzig, Germany, to prepare 
himself for missionary work among his own people. 

Under the auspices of this society he labored in 
Budapest, Hungary, one year and in London, Eng- 
land, six months, and then resumed the work as a 
printer. 

In the summer of 1906, Sternherz left England 
for this country and secured a position as compositor 
in a small town near Pittsburgh, Pa., where he had 
frequent opportunities to preach the Gospel to his 
Jewish brethren. In 1910 he entered the Chicago 
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Lutheran Seminary, where he spent two years, and 
finished his course at Augustana Theological Sem- 
inary, Rock Island, Ill., in May, 1912, and was or- 
dained the same year. He served as pastor in the 
Augustana Synod till 1919, when he was called by 
the Zion Society as missionary in the Twin Cities. 
Here he labored till November, 1922, when he was 
transferred to Chicago, to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Rev. Isadore Schwartz. ° 

In this large mission field he has labored faithfully 
to the present day. Since moving our mission sta- 
tion to its present location, he has had the oppor- 
tunity to nreach to a large number of Jews. Every 
Friday evening at the Gospel meetings, the little hall 
is filled with attentive Jews, eager to hear his mes- 
sages. For some time he also served as Editor-in- 
chief of the Society’s English paper, “The Friend 
of Zion.” 
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Headquarters, Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Twin City Field 


The Central Committee had for some time ser- 
iously considered resuming mission work among the 
Jews in Minneapolis, Minn. At a meeting November 
3, 1913, Rev. A. H. Gjevre was called to divide his 
time between missionary work in Minneapolis and 
field work in the congregations. Gyjevre labored 
some time among the Jews by house-to-house visita- 
tion, distribution of literature and private conversa- 
tion. But he felt the need of a place where he could 
gather the interested Jews for preaching services. 
The Society rented a vacant building on Franklin 
Ave. in the Jewish district. Here he sought to gather 
Jews during the evenings, while he called at the 
homes and gave out tracts during the day. Later he 
devoted all his time to missionary work. In 1919 
Rey. Gjevre resigned and Rev. Victor Sternherz, a 
Hebrew Christian, was called to fill the vacancy. 
Sternherz was to be stationed in Minneapolis, but 
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should also do some investigation in St. Paul with 
a view to establishing a mission station there. 

A proposition was later made by the St. Paul 
Hebrew Mission, an inter-denominational mission 
society for the Zion Society to take over their mis- 
sion in St. Paul, at 638 Jackson St. Missionary 
Sternherz now divided his time between the two 
cities. 

In the St. Paul station Mr. anp Mrs. CHARLES 
WALLGREN, who had labored in the St. Paul Hebrew 
Mission among the Jews, now continued in the serv- 
ice of the Zion Society. These devoted arid con- 
secrated workers became members of the First Lu- 
theran Congregation of the Augustana Synod, and 
have ever since untiringly and sacrificingly given 
their full time and strength to public and private 
work among the Jews. They have met with singular 
success. Their burning love for Israel and‘ their 
tactful ways of dealing with the Jews, have won 
for them the respect and confidence of many Jews, 
who gladly gather in their meetings to hear the Gos- 
pel. They have especially been successful in their 
work among the Jewish children and young people. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wallgren can both look back in 
gratitude to God to a Christian home, where they 
enjoyed wholesome Christian training. While very. 
young, the Lord spoke to both of them thru His 
Word and by His messengers. They heard His 
voice and surrendered to Him early in life. Their 
attention was soon called to the needy fields ready 
for the harvest. At first they witnessed at home. 
Then a call came to them to serve the Lord in moun- 
tains of the South, where they spent eight happy 
years among the mountaineers. Twenty-five years 
ago they came to St. Paul and have here served their 
Lord in various fields. Twelve years were spent in 
rescue work among men and women, who had drift- 
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ed from God and home. Here they had the joy to 
see many return to their Lord and Master, 

While in this rescue work, a small beginning was 
made of work among the Jews. Mr. and Mrs. Wall- 
gren attended some of these meetings, and the Lord 
began to show them these lost sheep without a Shep- 
herd, without Christ and hope. They were startled 
to realize how blind they had been before to the 
need of these benighted people. Today they thank 
God for a real love that constrained them to go to 
the Jews with the Gospel. 


Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Wallgren 


For some years they lived among them, visited 
their homes, gathered them in Sunday School and 
other services, and were assisted by a few Christian 
friends. One day a loving little Jew, a Hebrew 
Christian, visited them. They were attracted to him 
at once. The Lord had sent him. The new friend 
was Rev. John Resnick. He told them of the Zion 
Society for Israel and his interest in a mission to 
the Jews in Minneapolis. They asked him: “Why 
not in St. Paul?’ They soon agreed to offer their 
little mission on Jackson St. to the Zion Society, 
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which offer was accepted. For some time they work- 
ed as volunteers under Rev. Victor Sternherz, the 
Twin City missionary of the Society. Later they 
were called as missionaries to work in the St. Paul 
station. 

Following is the testimony of these consecrated 
and untiring friends of the Jews after these many 
years of living and working among them: “These 
years have been the most blessed of our lives. We 
have found the promise true over and over again 
‘I will bless them that bless thee.’ When we look 
back and think of not one open door among the 
Jews, not one to welcome us, not one that wanted the 
Name of Christ mentioned, and how often we were 
cursed as we went among our people, and then think 
of the many open doors now where they welcome us, 
and even beg us to come, and when we think of the 
fifty or more Jewish children at our summer camp 
every year, eager to hear the Gospel, also several 
hundred calls from Jewish parents during the sum- 
mer months, who entrust their children to our care, 
knowing we give them the real Gospel! Many of 
them are real believers at heart, but who have not 
dared to come out publicly to own Him. We thank 
God for others who have come out boldly for Christ. 
We can only say ‘What hath God wrought?” 
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In 1920 Mrs. HANNAH RESNICK, General Super- 
intendent Resnick’s wife, was employed as _part- 
time worker among the women and children in the 
Minneapolis field. Mrs. Resnick has continued up 
to the present time her service and in her kind, pa- 
tient and tactful way has labored faithfully. Being 
a Jewess and the daughter of a Hebrew Christian, 
Mr. Henry Barnett, for many years a missionary in 
London, she is especially qualified to work among 
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her own people. We quote the following para- 
graph from one of her many interesting re- 
ports: “On the South Side the Jews seem to be 
more tolerant and the work is on that account 
so much easier than on the North Side. We are 
usually asked to stop in and sit down, and the 
Jewish woman will tell us her experiences with 
her so-called Christian neighbors. One poor woman 
said to me: ‘Lady, I would not like to become a 
Christian, because the Christians hate the Jews.’ 
I tried to show her that she was mistaken, and point- 
ed out to her that every Gentile was not a Christian. 


Hannah Resnick 


‘But my neighbor downstairs professes to be a pious 
Christian,’ she said, ‘yet every time she meets me 
on the stairs or in the yard, she greets me with the 
words: ‘“‘Hello, Christ-killer!’ She makes it so un- 
pleasant for me and my children that I will have to 
move.’ Such heart-breaking and grievous things we 
hear occasionally, and I have often thought that 
many more Jews would be won for Christ, were it 
not for the unkind treatment they receive from so 
called fellow-Christians.” 
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The mission in Minneapolis was greatly handi- 
capped for want of an adequately and conveniently 
equipped building. In 1922 a church building and 
lot was purchased on 2021 17th Ave. So., for $3,500. 
After extensive enlargement and alteration of the 
building, at an expense of $1,000.00, the Society had 
a spacious and conveniently ar ranged mission station, 
with offices, school room, chapel and janitor’s apart- 
ment. This splendid building called “Zion Center” 
is also the business headquarters of the Society, 
where the General Superintendent has his office. It 
was dedicated Sunday, June 18, 1922, by the presi- 
dent, Rev. C. K. Solberg, assisted by members of 
the Board. 


The Gospel Auto 


During the summer months open-air services are 
conducted two evenings a week in each of the two 
fields, where the Gospel is preached and sung, often 
in the presence of large, orderly and attentive groups 
of Jews, young and old. The Gospel Auto has served 
as a convenience in many ways in this open-air work. 
Lutheran pastors have assisted the missionaries in 
preaching at these meetings. 

Fresh air camps for Jewish children, which have 
been conducted in Minneapolis, St. Paul and Chi- 
cago of late years, have proven to be a most effective 
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and practical way of bringing the influence of the 
Christian religion into the lives of the children and 
their parents. More will be said about this activity 
in another part of the book. 
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After nearly four years 
of service in the Twin City 
missions, missionary Stern- 
herz was transferred to the 
Chicago field to fill the va- 
cancy after missionary 
Schwartz. To succeed him 
in the Twin Cities, Rev. A. 
G. Dawe of Calumet, 
Mich., was called in April, 
1923. This young pastor 
-had a fervent love for the Jews and entered whole- 
heartedly into the work. He was especially success- 
ful in his work among the children. He divided his 
time between Minneapolis and St. Paul stations. In 
1926 he resigned his position. 

During the years of 1925-1926 the Society had 
the services of the scholarly Hebrew Christian, Rev. 
J. I. LANDsMAN, in the Twin City missions. The 
Jews heard him gladly, whether he preached from 
the Gospel Auto or in the mission chapel. He was 
a clear and convincing preacher and lecturer. But 
it was not our privilege to retain him very long. He 
returned to Europe, where he is now teaching in 
a Jewish Missionary Training School in Warsaw, 
Poland. 


A. G. Dahle 
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SistER IpA LINDQUIST 
has for several years worked 
in the Twin City missions. 
Much of her time has been 
devoted to work with chil- 
dren’s classes and the sum- 
mer camp groups in the St. 
Paul mission. Since a free 
dispensary was opened at the 
Minneapolis station she has 
had charge of this activity. 
She has also done consider- 
able work by hospital visits 
and house-to-house  visita- 

Ida Lindquist tions. 

Following report of her 
work during three summer months will give an idea 
of the variety of work done by our lady workers: 

“The number of calls made to homes are 27. 
Most of these homes had been visited before, and so I 
was welcomed. But, on the other hand, I was re- 
fused admittance into the homes of strangers. Some 
would not even accept a tract. “[wenty-one trips 
were made to Wallgren’s summer camp, where days 
at a time were spent. It was a joy to see the wil- 
lingness of these children to read the Bible and 
learn passages. . 

Time has been spent in making over thirty pieces 
of old clothing, and seven new garments have been 
made for these children. 

I have visited 17 Jewish people in hospitals. 
Thirteen calls were made, and a whole night was 
spent with a sick lady. Having spent the best part 
of her life in Satan’s service, she now saw the utter 
ruin to which she was brought and felt the condem- 
nation of her sins too great for forgiveness. After 
continued prayer with her she found peace. Oh, 
the joy to point these sin-sick souls to Christ! 
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Seven days were spent at the office of the Jewish 
Mission in Minneapolis doing clerical work. At- 
tended 14 evening street meetings in Minneapolis. 
Six days I attended the meeting of the Women’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society in St. Paul, 
and four days I spent at the Luther League Con- 
vention at Center City, where we had the oppor- 
tunity to distribute several hundred tracts.” 


Miss AGNES TANGJERD, 
daughter of the late Rev. 
Peder Tangjerd, has ren- 
dered valuable service in 
many ways as an efficient 
worker. She began her 
services in September, 1922. 
She is a graduate of St. 
Olaf College, has studied a 
year at the Lutheran Bible 
Institute, and was strongly 
drawn towards the Foreign 
Mission field. But instead . 
the call came to her to serve 
the Jewish Mission cause in 
the Zion Society. In this field she has labored de- 
votedly and ably. She has devoted most of her time 
to making the cause of Israel known to our church 
people by filling speaking appointments in young 
people's societies, ladies’ aids and other church meet- 
ings. Being proficient i in both Norwegian and Eng- 
lish she was especially well-qualified for this field 
work. She has for several years served as assitant 
editor and frequent contributor to “Zions Rgst’’ and 
“The Friend of Zion,” and has in this capacity done 
considerable translating. The last year she has de- 
voted much of her time to direct Jewish mission 
work especially among the children. During 1927 
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Agnes Tangjerd 


and 1928 she has taught a Bible Class in North 
Minneapolis on Saturday evenings, where as many 
as twelve Jews regularly attended. 


In reporting about her work in 1927 she has the 
following to say: “As in former years, I have pre- 
sented the cause in congregations, ladies’ aids, young 
people’s societies, Sunday Schools, conventions of 
various kinds, student groups in several schools and 
over radio twice. . . . It was a joy to me to be able 
to assist at the Gospel meetings, especially in St. 
Paul. . . . The sewing circle on Friday afternoons 
in the Minneapolis Mission seems to me to be grow- 
ing in popularity with the Jewish mothers and 
children. ‘ 
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At the annual meeting of the Society held in 
Jewell, Iowa, in October, 1926, the resignation of 
Rev. Dahle was accepted and Rev. IsAac STEINER, 
a Hebrew Christian, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who was 
strongly recommended, was called to fill the va- 
cancy. Rev. Steiner had served as Jewish mission- 
ary in the Presbyterian Church. He was called by 
the Zion Society on the condition that he attend 
Luther Theological Seminary for one year and do 
part-time work in the mission, and, if after a year 
he met the requirements of the Board, confession- 
ally, and otherwise, his call should be regarded as 
permanent. 


Rev. STEINER was born in Austria of orthodox 
parents. At the age of 3 his father taught him the 
Hebrew alphabet and after one year’s instruction 
he was able to read Hebrew fairly well. His zealous 
parents hoped to make him a rabbi and constantly 
warned him against associating with non-Jewish 
boys. He early left his home and in wandering 
about he came in contact with different classes of 
people. He emigrated to America. In New York 
he accidentally came in contact with Jewish mission- 
aries, not knowing at first that they were Christians. 
He soon learned that their teachings were contrary 
to his own and began to dispute with them about the 
Messiah. But these disputations finally resulted in 
that the scales of unbelief fell from his eyes and he 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah and was baptized. He 
now entered Christian schools to prepare himself 
for mission work among his own people. He attend- 
ed two Bible Schools, finally graduated from a theo- 
logical seminary and was ordained for the Gospel 
ministry. Since he labored as colporteur among the 
Jews in New York, until he was called conditionally 
by the Zion Society. 

But unfortunately Rev, Steiner did not fill the 
requirements of the call extended to him and was 
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obliged to sever his connections with our mission 
the following year. This was a great disappointment 
to the Board, as he had been very highly recommend- 
ed. 

But the Lord has never failed the Society in crises 
like this. He again answered our prayers by send-- 
ing two devout young Hebrew Christians. They 
were two brothers, ERNEsT and JAcoB SITENHOF, 
sons of Missionary Sitenhof, who is laboring among 
his own people in London. The boys had come to 
this country to seek better opportunities and fit them- 
selves for Christian work. Being sons of Hebrew 
Christian parents, they were baptized in childhood 
and received Christian training in home and church. 
Rev. Landsman, whose sterling qualities the Board 
had learnt to know, heartily recommended the Siten- 
hof brothers of London as splendid Christian men 
and hopeful prospects for Jewish mission work, 
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Both the boys were bap- 
tized in Germany. In 1914 
the Sitenhof family moved 
to England, where they 
came into close touch with 
the Hebrew Christian Tes- 
timony to Israel, and the 
founder of this Mission So- 
ciety, David Baron, became 
a very close friend of the 
family. Thru the ministry 
of this mission, Ernest was 
led to take a definite stand — 
for Christ. His younger 
brother, Jacob, was brot to 
a definite decision for Christ in the historic edifice, 
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, where both boys attended 
public worship. 

Thru the kindness of David Baron, Ernest was 
enabled in 1919 to attend the Bible Training Insti- 
tute in Glasgow, Scotland. After graduating from 
this course in 1921, he returned to London, where 
he worked for a considerable time in the service of 
the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel. But feel- 
ing that he was not well enough equipped for this 
work, he went to Belfast in Northern Ireland, where 
he completed his high school course. Hearing of 
the great opportunities that are offered students in 
America, he decided to cross the Atlantic and finish 
his education in that country. 

In May, 1926, he arrived in Chicago, where he 
attended the summer school of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute. The opportunity presented itself for him 
to attend the University of Dubuque, Iowa, where 
he spent one year before coming to Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


E. Sitenhof 
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About one year after Er- 
nest’s arrival in Chicago, 
his younger brother, Jacob, 
joined him. After attend- 
ing the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute for two terms, he, too, 
came to Minneapolis. 

The older brother, Ernest 
Sitenhof, was called to do 
part-time work in the Twin 
City missions on condition 
that he attend a Lutheran 
school. He accepted the 
call and came with his 
brother to Zion Center in 
Minneapolis, where ey now reside. Jacob Siten- 
hof is attending Augsburg Academy and is also do- 
ing part-time work in the mission. Both these young 
Hebrew Christians have labored earnestly and suc- 
cessfully, have already demonstrated that they have 
the making of tactful and devoted workers, and have 
won the respect, confidence and love of the friends 
of the mission, both Christians and Jews. It is the 
hope and prayer of the Zion Society that, on finish- 
ing their education, these two gifted and consecrated 
Hebrew Christians may serve for many years to 
come as missionaries in the service of the Society. 

Recently a call has been extended to the father 
of these boys to enter the service of the Zion So- 
ciety in this country, on the condition that he accepts 
the Lutheran faith and joins the Lutheran Church. 
Mr. Sitenhof, Sr., has accepted the call on these 
conditions and is willing to immigrate to America, 
but he is prevented from coming by the immigra- 
tion laws of this country for the time being. The 
Sitenhof brothers are members of St. Paul’s Luther- 
an Church, Rev. C. K. Solberg, pastor. 
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J. Sitenhof 


Missionary Harry Zeckhausen in 
New York 


Since Rev. Gjevre in 1901 dis- 
continued his service in New York 
the Zion Society had no missionary 
in that great field with two million 
Jewish population, until 1923, when 
the Society called Dr. Harry ZECK- 
HAUSEN, a Hebrew Christian and a 
missionary-physician, to take up the 
work in the Williamsburg district, 
in Brooklyn, where 98 per cent of 
the population is Jewish. 

Here he has opened an office at 8la Keap St., 
Brooklyn, which is open several hours each day for 
the sick and the suffering and for other inquirers. 
Altho he could, as a physician, no doubt, obtain a 
large income, he is content with a modest mission- 
ary’s salary in order to serve the poor and bring 
the Gospel to his own people. 

Tho greatly handicapped for the want of a sutt- 
able mission place and assistant workers, he is do- 
ing a blessed work in his practical and effective way 
of ministering to the wants of the body and soul to 
bring his brethren to Christ. 

It is hoped that the friends of Israel will unite 
in raising the $50,000 Jubilee Building Fund, so 
that the Society can in the near future erect and 
equip a Zion Center for our missionary activities also 
in New York. 

Dr. Harry Zeckhausen was born in Kovno, Rus- 
sia, in 1865, of ultra-orthodox parents, whose am- 
bition it was to see one of their own sons become 
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Zeckhausen 


i rabbi. So he was brought up strictly in the rab- 
binic studies. When he was 9 years old, Russian 
Jewry experienced a freedom of education under 
the mild regime of the Czar-liberator, Alexander II. 
His father being elected a member of the city coun- 
cil brought him in touch with the Gentile Christians, 
which so mollified his “orthodoxy,” as to permit his 
son to enter a local college, where he obtained his 
A.B. at the age of 18, and was ready to enter the 
University. But times suddenly changed. Alexander 
III, who succeeded his father, who was assassinated, 
brought pogroms, persecutions and restrictions upon 
the Jews of Russia. Being forbidden to enter the 
university, young Zeckhausen went to Germany to 
study medicine. For a year he held a good position 
in Koenigsburg, Prussia, as special correspondent 
in the Russian Department, which enabled him to ac- 
quire the German language. Just as he was about 
to enter the university, Prince Bismarck, then Chan- 
cellor, issued an edict to expel all Russian students 
from Germany. He returned to Kovno and secured 
‘a position as tutor of languages in preparing youths 
for high school. But the persecutions and pogroms 
against the Jews continued fiercely. The students 
organized themselves for self-defense. At this time 
the “Lovers of Zion” were organized with the slo- 
gan “Back to Palestine!’ Soon 200 young men 
rallied to the call, but they never landed in Palestine. 
Several of them, including young Zeckhausen, con- 
cluded to emigrate to America, and in 1888 they 
landed in Castle Garden, N. Y., with a prepaid 
ticket to St. Louis, Mo. Here Zeckhausen found 
employment with his cousins, who were peddling 
dry-goods in the country communities. Here he came 
in close touch with the people—mostly thrifty, hon- 
est and kind Germans. They never looked down on 
the Jew, but welcomed him. He soon parted com- 
pany with his cousins and spent two years at pedd- 
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ling. He prospered, but met with « considerable 
bardship. 

One hot September day he came limping up to a 
farm house, nearly exhausted, perspiring and cover- 
ed with dust. He could scarcely carry his bundle. 
He was kindly invited in and given a chair, The 
good lady of the house noticed his condition and 
asked if he were sick. When he told them his feet | 
hurt, her husband pulled off his heavy split-leather 
boots, which pained him terribly. His feet were bad- 
. ly blistered and blood oozed from several open sores. 
The kind lady brought a basin of water, washed 
his feet and rubbed them in with oil and gently ban- 
daged them. He stayed with these good people for 
two years. They treated him like a brother. Mr. and 
Mrs. Satkot were Lutherans from Russia. Three 
months later he became a partner on the farm, which 
was heavily mortgaged and helped to turn two acres 
of grapes and four acres of choice apples into cash, 
bringing a profit of $600, above the money they used 
to get from the commission merchant in St. Louis. 
From their 10 year old girl, he learnt his first lesson 
in English, as she read to him her school lessons. 
In 6 months he was able to correspond in English 
and make translations. ) 

One Easter Sunday Mrs. Satkot persuaded Zeck- 
hausen to go to church, and out of respect for these 
dear people, he went. He was indifferent, but the 
eloquent and earnest words of the pastor impressed 
him; when he exclaimed “Verily, Christ is risen!’ 
he became serious, comparing the godlessness of the 
Jews with the sincerity and happiness of the Chris- 
tians in their faith. 

Shortly afterward he received a letter from his 
brother from London, England, telling him of his 
conversion to Christianity. This shocked him and he 
wrote him abusive letters, mocking his new religion. 
But his brother continued to write to him loving and 
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brotherly messages. He loved his brother for his 
honesty, truthfulness and noble character, and grad- 
ually began to write inquiringly to him about reli- 
gion. This brother became the guiding star in find- 
ing the truth. He became dissatisfied with himself ; 
he wanted to know the truth. 

In 1890 he went to New York, where he found 
himself with cousins in the Ghetto. They were radic- 
als and he stayed with them and began to drift into 
radicalism too. He tutored immigrants and taught 
in a night school. He contributed articles to the 
Jewish radical paper and delivered lectures to the 
working men. Again his Christian brother came 
to his rescue. He snatched him like a brand from 
the fire. For nearly two years they continued cor- 
respondence regularly, and step by step his brother 
led him in a gentle, tactful way to the feet of Jesus. 

He knew no missionary, but his brother recom- 
mended to him Rev. Jacob Freshman, whose mis- 
sion he began to attend secretly. The study of the 
Bible there soon opened his eyes to his ignorance 
concerning a personal Messiah. Especially did he 
like Rev. A. Gaebelein. Isaiah 53 and the third chap- 
ter of John’s Gospel led him to acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah. Oct. 7, 1892, he was bap- 
tized by Rev. Freshman, assisted by Rev. Gaebelein. 

He at once wrote to his parents about his conver- 
sion, who mourned him as dead for 3 years. His 
friends and relatives forsook him and he was barred 
from their homes. He engaged a room in the Y. 
M. C. A. and was employed as colporteur for the 
New Jersey Bible Society. In 1893 he entered the 
international Medical Mission Institute and later 
the N. Y. Homeopathic Medical College and Hos- 
pital, from which he graduated with honors in 1896, 
receiving his M.D. degree. 

In 1894 he became a student volunteer and after 
graduation applied as a medical missionary to the 
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M. E. Board, to go to North Africa. But the Bishop, 
Rev. H. A. Andrews, advised him, because of his 
knowledge of several languages to labor among the 
polyglot population of New York. He was then 
appointed Medical Missionary to the Jews and 
served in this capacity 21 years. He assisted Gae- 
belein 7 years and then succeeded him as superin- 
tendent and in 1920 was ordained to the ministry 
by Bishop Luther Wilson of the M. E. Church. 

Dr. Zeckhausen married a Hebrew Christian wom- 
an, Clara Fortuin, who died in 1918, leaving him 
with two children, a boy and a girl. 

After taking a postgraduate course in Medicine 
in 1920, he conducted clinics in New York and in 
Harlem, N. Y., till in 1923, when he was called by 
the Zion Society as missionary to the Jews in New 
York. 

During the many years Dr. Zeckhausen has la- 
bored among his own people in New York, 106 Jews 
have accepted Christ and received baptism under 
his ministry. Of this number 22 have given them- 
selves to Christian service as ministers, missionaries, 
deaconesses and Sunday School teachers. 
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The Omaha Mission Effort 


In 1923 General Superintendent Resnick investt- 
gated the Jewish Mission field in Omaha, Nebr., and 
finding that.there was no Jewish Mission in the city 
among its 10,000 Jews, and meeting with consider- 
able encouragement from the local Lutheran pas- 
tors, he recommended that the Zion Society begin 
work there. A suitable place was rented and Sister 
Augusta Anderson of the Immanuel Deaconess In- 
stitute, Omaha, was called to do missionary work 
among the Jews. The Women’s Missionary Society 
of the Nebraska Conference of the Augustana Sy- 
nod paid her salary. 

Sister Augusta entered wholeheartedly into the 
work and labored faithfully until she had to resign 
in 1925 because of failing health. Miss Irene Han- 
sen, who had studied at the Chicago Lutheran Bible 
School and had shown an earnest interest in Jewish 
Missions, was on recommendation of the Omaha 
pastors called to fill the vacancy. Miss Hansen la- 
bored faithfully till the fall of 1927, when the So- 
ciety decided to discontinue the work in Omaha. 

Should effective work be done in Omaha, it would 
mean building and furnishing an adequate mission 
station and placing a missionary there with the neces- 
sary assistants. It was considered better economy 
and a wiser move to strengthen our work in the 
larger fields than to maintain a mission station in 
Omaha with its comparatively small Jewish popu- 
lation, and for this reason the work in Omaha was 
discontinued. 
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At Headquarters 
General Superintendent, Rev. JOHN RESNICK 


No one has by the grace of God done more to 
solidify and systematize the mission work at the 
mission stations and won more good-will and sup- 
port among the various churches than this warm- 


John Resnick 


hearted, gifted and energetic man of God, during the 
short time he was permitted to serve as the first 
General Superintendent of the Society. For five brief 
years only he labored in this important position, 
when he was summoned by :death in the midst of a 
busy and blessed ministry. 

His varied experiences as missionary to the Jews 
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in Europe and as assistant pastor of a Norwegian 
congregation in New York, and his speaking knowl- 
edge of 8 languages eminently qualified him for this 
special service. It was he who was able to enlist 
the loyal and liberal cooperation of the Swedish and 
Danish Lutherans in the Jewish Mission. He was 
known among an ever-widening circle of friends and 
his clear, frank and earnest messages warmed and 
won the hearts for the cause of Israel. 

As Superintendent of the work at the mission sta- 
tions he was very successful. In his tactful and 
cheerful way he exercised his leadership. The work- 
ers looked up to him as a father and friend, to whom 
they gladly would go for advice, direction and en- 
couragement. The wholesome influence of his pres- 
ence and counsel worked as a magic in overcoming 
difficulties and preserving the spirit of harmony and 
cooperation. 

During his brief administration the Society en- 
joyed a period of prosperity and expansion in its 
mission activities. More friends and increased funds 
meant more workers in the mission fields and greater 
results. 

In the midst of his many and varied duties as 
superintendent, necessarily connected with much 
travelling, Resnick nevertheless found time for much 
literary work. Besides the numerous articles and 
appeals for Jewish missions, written for the Church 
and secular papers, he edited the official Norwegian 
organ of the Society, “Zions R¢gst.” As member of 
a committee of Hebrew Christians, whose work it 
was to translate the New Testament into Yiddish, 
he translated the Gospel of John. While a mission- 
ary among the Jews in Roumania, he had edited 
a mission paper in the Yiddish language, wrote sev- 
eral Yiddish tracts and translated into Yiddish a 
number of Gospel hymns, which are now used by 
several Jewish Mission societies. 
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We here give a brief sketch of the life of this 
remarkable Hebrew Christian: 

John Emmanuel Resnick was born in Ostrog, Vol- - 
hynia, Russia, August 18, 1874. His parents, ortho- 
dox Jews, sent him to the rabbinical seminary at 
Volosin from 1887 to 1890 and later to the Kieff 
Latin School. Their intention was that this bright 
boy should become a rabbi. At the age of 16 he 
came under the influence of Christianity thru the 
Jewish Missionary Rev. Meyersohn, who at this 
time was serving the Zion Society as missionary in 
that part of Russia. He accepted Christ, had to flee 
from his home and came to Sweden, where he re- 
ceived Christian baptism. From 1892 to 1894 he 
attended Upsala University and the three following 
years “Fosterlandsstiftelsens Johanneslunds Insti- 
tut” in Stockholm. In 1898 he graduated as candi- 
_ date of theology at Upsala University. The same 
year he emigrated to England and worked among 
the Jews together with Henry Barnett, a Jewish mis- 
sionary in London. Here he became acquainted with 
Miss Hannah Barnett, who a few years later be- 
came his wife. 

In 1899 he came to America, where he accepted 
a call as assistant pastor to Rev. C. S. Everson, in 
a congregation of the Norwegian Synod in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. Here he served for 5 years and acquired 
the Norwegian language so as to preach with ease 
in this language. In 1904 he was called by the Jewish 
Mission Society in Sweden to go as missionary to 
the Jews in Roumania. Here he labored faithfully 
for 12 years, until the World War broke out. His 
mission station and belongings were destroyed, and 
with his family he was compelled to leave, emigrat- 
ing in 1916 to America, where he labored some time 
in the service of the Chicago Hebrew Mission. 

Resnick was a child of the Zion Society, having 
been converted under Rev. Meyersohn in Russia, and 
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it had been his desire to enter the service of the So- 
ciety. Already in 1902 he had offered his services, 
but at that time circumstances combined to disap- 
point this hope. In 1918 the work of the Society 
had grown to such dimensions that the Board of 
Directors considered it necessary to employ a Gen- 
eral Superintendent. In casting about for a suitable 
man for this important position, attention was called 
to Rev. Resnick, who was at that time working in 
Chicago, and who again expressed his wish to enter 
the service of the Zion Society. A call was extended 
to him, which he accepted and moved with his fam- 
ily to Minneapolis, where the headquarters of the 
Society is located. 

He filled such a large and essential place in the 
activities of the Society, that his sudden departure 
in the midst of his best and busiest years came as 
a serious shock to the friends and workers of the 
Society. 

In February, 1924, he returned from a meeting 
in New York, a sick man. Nevertheless, he went 
almost immediately to Jackson, Minn., to take part 
in a Jewish Mission conference. His condition grew 
worse, and on his return he was taken so ill that he 
could not reach his home, but coming to St. Paul, 
went directly to Bethesda Hospital. After 3 weeks 
of hospital care, he was taken to his home in Min- 
neapolis. Suffering a relapse, he was taken to the 
Swedish Hospital, where several physicians gave him 
a thoro examination, and it was found that he was 
suffering from cancer. He submitted to a serious 
operation, which proved. successful. In the mean- 
time groups of friends and mission workers were 
gathered in various places earnestly beseeching the 
Lord that he might be spared to continue his work, 
which to them seemed an unfinished task. 

But the Lord willed it otherwise. Brother Resnick — 
did not have strength enough to rally from the shock 
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of the operation. Friday morning, April 25th, this 
faithful servant passed to his reward. 

Two years earlier the Society had decided to send 
him on an investigation tour to Jerusalem, with a 
view to opening a mission station there. But due 
to unfavorable conditions in the Orient, he had wait- 
ed for a more opportune time. He planned to sail 
in the summer of 1924. But the Lord called him. 
to the Heavenly Jerusalem instead. 

Following is a testimony that one of his co-work- 
ers, Missionary Sternherz, gives him in the “Friend 
of Zion.” 

“The most beautiful feature in Brother John’s © 
make-up was his unswerving loyalty to Christ. In 
this he was a veritable ‘tower of strength’ to his 
Hebrew Christian brethren, as well as to all who 


| came into near contact with him. From the very 


moment he learned to know and to love his Savior, 
and to his last breath, John Resnick was clear on 
two points, first, that Jesus is the Son of God and 
the Savior of the world, and second, that he him- 
self was called by the Lord to proclaim this blessed 
Gospel to a sin-sick world. His faith in Christ was 
the guiding star of his life, and his vision of the 
Ministry resulted in untold blessings to Jews and 
Gentiles alike.” 
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Office Secretary 


A worker that deserves a 
special mention here is Miss 
MARGUERITE JOHNSON, 
the efficient and faithful of- 
fice secretary. In the fall of 
1921 she was employed to 
do clerical work for the 
treasurer and the General 
Superintendent at head- 
quarters. She is not only 
an efficient office girl, who 
is competent and trustwor- 
thy, but she keeps the books, 
handles all the money, takes 
dictation and goes about her 
busy office work in the spirit of one who is vitally 
interested in the salvation of the Jews and the suc- 
cess of the Society. The spirit of our office secre- 
tary can be seen in the following extract from one 
of her annual reports to the Society: “It is good to 
know that He who has called us into this work, is’ 
faithful in spite of our failures and mistakes. He 
is able to carry on and does carry on His work, to 
the glory of His own precious name and to the sal- 
vation of souls. 

“Office work with its regular and irregular rou- 
tine is much the same from year to year. Many 
times as I have read the letters accompanying gifts 
from our dear friends, I cannot help but praise God, 
for He it is that is faithful thru these friends. Such 
sentiments as the following are expressed in many 
letters: “Accept this gift in His Name, with a prayer 
that some one of His own precious ones might 
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Marguerite Johnson 


know Him.’ And again: ‘We are praying for your 
work and all the workers, that they might be used 
of Him to hasten that day, when all Israel shall be 
saved.’ I do not wonder that we as workers are 
able to go on from day to day, bearing witness for 
Him, when I know that we have such faithful in- 
tercessors pleading for us at the Throne of Him, 
who has promised to hear and to answer prayers. 

“May the Lord give us all as workers a large 
vision for the coming year, that each one in his or 
her appointed place of service, may go forth in His 
Name proclaiming His Gospel Message of salvation 
with the assurance that ‘thru God we shall do valiant- 
ly, for He it is that shall tread down our enemies.’ ”’ 

She is more than an efficient and trustworthy of- 
fice girl and book-keeper. Besides doing all clerical 
_ work conscientiously as a service rendered unto the 
Lord and out of love for the cause, she assists at 
Gospel meetings and street meetings, presiding at 
the organ, and in various other ways volunteers to 
lend a hand in direct mission work. 
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General Superintendent, Rev. C. 8. Vang 


It was a great loss to the Zion Society when the 
General Superintendent, Rev. John Resnick, was 
called away in the midst of a busy and blessed ca- 
reer as the aggressive and zealous director of our 
mission activities. He was loved by all and his 
cheerful presence, resourceful counsel and wise lead- 
ership was respected by all his co-workers. His place 
was indeed hard to fill. 


C. S. Vang 


Rev. C. S. VANG, who for many years has served 
as a member of the Board of Directors and had 
shown keen interest and insight into the mission 
activities, was called to fill the vacancy. He was in- 
stalled in office at Zion Center, Minneapolis, May 3, 
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1925, by Rev. C. J. Eastvold, president of the So- 
ciety. He at once assumed the difficult and respon- 
sible leadership which position he has endeavored 
to fill to the best of his ability. 

Rey. Vang has served congregations in Muskegon, 
Mich.; Chicago, Ill.; Sisseton, So. Dak.; and Lyle, 
Minn. His varied experiences as a pastor greatly 
help him in his new field of labor. It was especially 
during his pastorate in Chicago that he was brought 
into close contact with the Jewish Mission. Here he 
also served as a very useful member of the Local 
Committee, that had supervision over the Chicago 
Jewish Mission, besides being a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Society. 

His duties are many and varied. Much of his time 
is devoted to arranging for and attending mission 
_ meetings thruout the church and presenting the 
Jewish cause at church conferences and conventions, 
besides exercising general supervision over the work 
and workers at the different mission stations. He 
also edits the two monthly periodicals of the Society 
and has charge of much of the correspondence at 
headquarters. 
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Mission Work During The Summer 


The main activities, besides house-to-house visi- 
tation and tract distribution, during the summer 
‘months, are street preaching and fresh air camp 
work. 

At first street meetings were almost impossible. 
The first attempts were very trying and discouraging. 
They met with bitter opposition in the Jewish dis- 
tricts. Christ-hating Jews would invite children and 
young people to disturb the meetings so that the 
speaker could not be heard. At times stones and 
sticks were thrown, endangering the workers. 

But of late years conditions have changed remark- 
ably. The open air services held on the street corners 
are rarely ever disturbed. Young and old, men, 
women and children will gather around the Gospel 
Auto and stand attentively listening to Gospel songs 
and the preaching of the Word of God. Others will 
sit on their porches or stand at a distance and listen. 
This change of attitude is encouraging and signifi- 
cant. The prejudice in many Jewish hearts against 
Christ and the Christians is gradually giving way to 
a willingness to listen to the missionaries. Their 
minds are open, receptive and hungry. They are, 
many of them, losing faith in Judaism. This is all 
the direct and indirect result of the patient, persever- 
ing work and prayer for the Jews. The Lord is an- 
swering the prayers and blessing the efforts of the 
friends of Israel. May our Christian Church see the 
opening doors of opportunity, feel the increased 
responsibility and enter into Jewish Mission work 
in earnest, to hasten the day of Israel’s return to 
the Lord! 
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Fresh Air Camps 


Perhaps there is no activity at present in the Jew- 
ish Mission that is more promising of lasting re- 
sults than the work among the children. Especially 
is this true concerning the fresh air camp-work, 
during the summer months. For some years this 
blessed work has been carried on in the Chicago 
and Twin City Missions. In Chicago this summer 
camp was first conducted on Cedar Lake camp- 
grounds, and now for several years, the mission has 
had the use of a spacious cottage belonging to the 
Chicago Lutheran Bible School, in Long Lake, Il. 

In St. Paul, the Zion Fresh Air Camp, the oldest 
one, occupies a summer cottage owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Wallgren. Between 50 and 60 children 
enjoy from one to ten weeks each in this quiet and 
restful camp, in charge of our missionaries, Charles 
and Inga Wallgren, and their assistants. 


103 


dured sowing sijodesuut 


104 


In Minneapolis the Society purchased a fine cot- 
tage anda 3-acre tract of land near Lake. Minne- 
tonka, only 18 miles from the city. The cottage is 
surrounded by natural timber, and has accommoda- 
tions for 30 persons. From 50 to 90 Jewish boys 
and girls spend from 3 to 4 weeks each in this health- 
ful place under the care and training of Mrs. Han- 
nah Resnick and her assistants. 

At these camps the children are removed from the 
temptations of the city and from the anti-Christian 
atmosphere of the Jewish home and every day for 
a month surrounded by the influence of Christian 
care and instruction and .receive the impressions of 
the example of the consecrated Christian workers. 
Besides this they are given the benefit of whole- 
some food, fresh air, and proper exercise and play. 

Following is the daily program at the camp: At 
6:30 A. M. the children arise, dress, wash their 
faces and hands and comb their hair. When they are 
seated around the breakfast table, morning devo- 
tionals are conducted with Scripture reading, prayer 
and hymn singing. The early part of the forenoon 
is spent at play in the bracing morning air. From 
10 to 12 A. M. the children receive religious instruc- 
tion. They are taught Bible stories, Christian doc- 
trine and Gospel songs. They love to sing and 
learn by heart many hymns about Jesus. After noon 
lunch they play a while under proper supervision 
and guidance. Then they all don their bathing suits 
and are taken to the beach for a dip, at the Cottage- 
wood bathing beach. At 6 P. M. they are served 
supper. The day closes with a devotional service 
and at 8 o'clock the little ones retire after a busy 
and pleasant day of camp life. 
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MISSIONARY LANDSMAN, after 
visiting the Twin City camps, wrote 
the following impressions of this 
hopeful mission work: “Let us 
first of all remember that these 
Jewish boys and girls will be men 
and women in the near future. The 
impressions they receive in their 
childhood, be they good or bad, will 

Landsman follow them thru the whole course 

of their life. If they come under 
Christian influence while still young, we have reason 
to believe and to hope that their attitude towards 
Christ will later on be a more sympathetic one, and 
that they will be more accessible to the preaching 
of the Gospel, and that not a few of them may even 
be won for Christ. It is therefore a blessed thing 
that these boys and girls can be taken aside for a 
time, away from the evil influences of the street, 
to live and move in a Christian atmosphere, to be 
taught the wonderful story of our Savior and to 
sing our beautiful Christian hymns. Add to this 
the love and care shown them by the workers and 
you can be quite sure that the summer camps will 
leave with them an indelible impression. 

“But the camps are also the means of reaching 
the parents of the children. Situated as these camps 
are at a reasonable distance from the cities, they 
are frequently visited by the fathers and mothers of 
the children. And they have an opportunity to see 
with their own eyes how lovingly their children are 
cared for and also hear a testimony borne concern- 
ing our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The oldest of the three Zion Summer Camps is 
that of the St. Paul mission. The Wallgrens, who 
are the soul and sun of the camp, have the follow- 
ing to say: “It has been a great joy to note how 
eagerly these young minds and hearts have grasped 
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the Bible truths presented to them, and we feel as- 
sured that God will be glorified in their lives in days 
to come. It is indeed sweet to hear young Jewish 
voices calling upon the name of the Lord and mak- 
ing the good confession: ‘We know Thou art the 
Son of God; help others to believe on Thee also!” 
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Field Missionaries 


In order to awaken and increase interest and so- 
licit funds for the mission, the Society has employed 
field missionaries, who have presented the cause of 
Israel in the congregations, at church conventions 
and conferences and by personal solicitation. 

The first few years the venerable president, Rev. 
J. P. Gjertsen, besides frequently pleading the cause 
of the Society thru the press, travelled considerably 
among the people, presenting the Jewish mission in 
sermons and lectures. In 1884 CarstEN WOLL was 
called to do field work and labored faithfully till 
1892, when his health failed him and he had to re- 
tire. During his eight years of service this gifted 
lay-preacher travelled from congregation to congre- 
gation thruout the northwest and won many hearts 
for the Jewish cause with his earnest and convinc- 
ing appeals. Mr. J. S. HoLianp, also a lay-preach- 
er, then served as field worker for one year until 
he entered the seminary to prepare himself for the 
Gospel ministry. 

One of the early field missionaries, who has con- 
tributed much towards stirring up interest for this 
much neglected mission by setting forth the great 
indebtedness of the Church to the Jews and the 
specific blessing of Jewish Missions, was REv. OLE 
WALDELAND. ; 

In 1866, at the age of twenty-seven years, he came 
to America, was ordained to the ministry the same 
year and served the congregations in Trempeleau 
Co., Wis., for three years and in Clayton Co., Iowa 
for 21 years. After this he was called back by three 
congregations that he had formerly served in Trem- 
peleau Co., Wis. In 1895 he accepted the call of the 
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Zion Society to become its Field Missionary, which 
call he regarded as a definite answer to prayer. 

Rev. Waldeland had a winning personality. His 
genuinely Christian character and tactful way in 
presenting the cause in public address and private 
conversation gained for him the good-will and confi- 
dence of many pastors and congregations in the 
United Norwegian Lutheran Church, the Lutheran 
Free Church and the Hauge’s Synod. After 8 years 
of devoted service as field worker he was compelled 
to discontinue because of feebleness. On his birth- 
day, March 31, 1903, at the age of 73, he was sum- 
moned by sudden death to his eternal reward. 


Only a few days before his death he compiled 
complete statistics of his labor as field missionary. 
He had labored 72 months, delivered 1,435 Jewish 
mission sermons, solicited $17,287.51 for the mission, 
travelled 37,787 miles and had used only $768.09 
in travelling expenses. He also helped greatly to 
spread information about the Jews and the Jewish 
mission by writing articles for the church papers and 
as author of several books in the Norwegian lan- 
guage, dealing specifically with Jewish subjects, such 
as “The Jews and Missions,” “Promises concerning 
the Future of Israel,” “The Jewish Missions,’ and 
“One Hundred Jewish Mission Stories.” Already 
in 1888 he published a collection of Jewish mission 
hymns, several of which are his own. 


Rev. J. J. BREIDABLIK succeeded Waldeland as 
Field Missionary and served till 1913. He labored 
faithfully and in these 10 years won many friends 
for the cause of Israel. He had a compassionate 
heart and a clear vision for Christian missions and 
knew how to present the various phases of. Jewish 
missions in the light of Scripture with convincing 
effect: He was a graduate from Red Wing Seminary 
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Twin City Camp Group 


and served pastorates of the Hauge Synod in Chi- 
cago and in Peterson, Minn., until he in 1903 ac- 
cepted the call from the Zion Society. 

During the years 1913-1914 Rev. A. H. Gjevre 
was employed as fulltime worker and divided his 
time between field work in the congregations and 
mission work among the Jews. 


Rev. P. S. STENERSON, born in Chicago, and also 
a graduate of Red Wing Seminary was Field Mis- 
sionary for the Society from 1915 to 1918. In 1918 
Rev. C. C. Horter succeeded Missionary E. N. 
Heimann as editor of “Zions R¢gst” (The Voice of 
Zion) and served in this capacity till 1921. But dur- 
ing these years he divided his time between editorial 
work, field work and supervision of the Chicago 
mission station. 

The Central Committee (after 1910 called the 
Board of Directors) had for some time felt the need 
of a well-qualified man, who could serve in the 
capacity as General Superintendent, whose duty it 
should be to have general supervision over the Jewish 
Mission activities and the field work, represent the 
Zion Society at church conventions and conferences 
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and report to the Board and the Annual Meeting as 
to conditions and needs in the various fields. This 
work had been done in the past by the president of 
the Society, as far as possible. But the activities 
had reached such a dimension that it would require 
the services of a man, who could devote his full 
time to this work. But such a man was hard to find. 
The Board members in session made it the object 
of special prayer. A call was extended to Rev. Jacob 
Tanner, who for several years had served as presi- 
dent of the Society, but he declined. At this time 
Rev. John Resnick, a Hebrew Christian, and for 
many years a missionary among the Jews in Rou- 
mania, was brought to the attention of the Board. 
He was called and accepted the position as General 
Superintendent in the fall of 1918. During his able 
and resourceful leadership the Zion Society enjoyed 
a period of remarkable growth and expansion in its 
activities. He was indeed a Godsend at the critical 
time, he offered his services. A more specific ac- 
count of his successful services is given elsewhere 
in this book. 
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Minneapolis Camp Group 


Since 1922 Rev. I..S. Otson and Rev. OLE An- 
DRESEN have done parttime field work. They have 
both served pastorates for many years and are well 
qualified for approaching people in an understand- 
ing and tactful way. Both these brethren are very 
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able spokesmen, and have gained much good-will and 
support for the mission work among the Jews. 

Of late years it has become more and more diffi- 
cult for missions and institutions independent of the 
Lutheran synods to solicit funds in the various con- 
gregations. But the Zion Society has more and 
more won the good-will and support of our Church 
people in general, and many local congregations and 
societies have decided to contribute regularly to the 
Jewish Mission as well as to their synodical budgets. 
Altho the various Scandinavian Lutheran synods 
have not taken the Jewish mission into their synodic- 
al budgets, there are many local congregations that 
have placed it on their congregational mission pro- 
grams. 

This encouraging attitude of a large number of 
Lutheran pastors and parishioners towards Jewish 
Missions today to a great extent has been gradually 
brought about by the patient, persevering and tact- 
ful field work done by the faithful field mission- 
aries during these fifty years. 
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St. Paul Camp Group 


When Rev. Resnick in 1918 became the General 
Superintendent of the Society, he was able to en- 
list the interest of many of the Swedish brethren 
of the Augustana Synod. Thru his remarkably suc- 
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cessful efforts to gain the cooperation of the Swedish 
brethren there is today a very substantial contribu- 
tion coming from individuals, societies and congre- 
gations in that Synod. In recognition and apprecia- 
tion of their generous response, the Society has 
elected three members on the Board of Directors 
from the Augustana Synod. 

Since the death of Rev. Resnick, REv. Roy THE- 
LANDER served the Society as field missionary in the 
Augustana Synod, from 1926 to 1928, when he ac- 
cepted a call as pastor. Rev. Fred Nordquist has 
been called to succeed him and has accepted. 

Some congregations of the Danish United Luth- 
eran Church have recently given some support to 
the Society and this synod is now represented on the 
Board of Directors with one member, Rev. N. P. 
Nielsen, elected in 1928. 

In the spring of 1928 the Rev. J. H. STENBERG 
accepted the call as field missionary and is serving 
at the present time. 
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Men Prominently Connected with the 
History of the Zion Society 


The Zion Society has been fortunate thru all these 
years in selecting men on the Central Committee, or 
Board of Directors, who have been vitally interested 
in the Jewish mission cause, men who have loved 
the Jews and had faith in their conversion. Some of 
these brethren have served the cause faithfully and 
efficiently as officers thru an unusual length of time. 

The venerable Rev. JoHAN P. GJERTSEN, prop- 
erly called the “Father of the Zion Society,” was its 
first efficient president for six years, until he at the 
age of eighty years, on account of feebleness, with- 
drew from the Central Committee in 1883. Every 
year while serving as president he would preach the 
mission sermon at the annual convention of the So- 
ciety. Tho feeble, yet he was able to perform this 
duty at the last year as well. It was a touching scene 
to see this 80 year old patriarch in the pulpit mak- 
ing his last spirit-filled and heart-stirring plea for 
the salvation of Israel. We quote here the closing 
words of his message: 


“T am now in my old age become like a stranger 
on earth and am approaching another world, which 
I am daily longing to enter. As I am nearing my 
goal, even as I have believed, seen and experienced, 
and this has thruout my long life become a firm con- 
viction, I know that the history of the people of 
Israel from its beginning till its consummation in 
glory must be considered in the light of Scripture 
and not according to the erroneous interpretations 
of those who place their wisdom above the Word. 
In this conviction given me by God’s Word and 
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Spirit, I have retained in my heart an unquenchable 
love for that people, whose holy men were the found- 
ers of the Christian Church, and therefore, our 
spiritual ancestors to whom the Gentile believers 
shall be gathered in glory. My hope of reaching 
that great and glorious goal would be worried with 
doubt and see darkness instead of light, if in cold 
neglect I should forget this people to whom the Lord 
has spoken in His love and in His gracious promises 
as to no other people on the earth. And, if this peo- 
ple—even in their deepest humiliation—is loved by 
God for the sake of the Fathers, then how can we 
escape responsibility, if we despise and even hate 
those whom God loves? Without taking to myself 
any credit, I can by the grace of God say, that in 
loving the lost sheep of the house of Israel, I have 
experienced the meaning of that profound word: 
“The love of God is shed abroad in your heart thru 
the Holy Spirit.’ This love is the most precious 
treasure of my spiritual life, and God grant that it 
may also be the possession of all upon whose hearts 
I have laid the mission work for Israel! 

“My feeble efforts in this mission is now at an end, 
and today is the last time that I publicly speak this 
cause to my fellow-Christians—a cause for which 
I have prayed and labored these six years. 

“The foundation of the Jewish Mission among 
our Norwegian people in this country, has now been 
laid. Now let every one, who has a heart for this 
cause build further upon this foundation and build 
well. As this is my last mission sermon to you, I 
desire to direct a few words especially to you, my 
brethren in the ministry. But it may be merely a 
repetition of what I have frequently before in pul- 
pit and press sought to impress upon your hearts. 
You have the Word of God, whose servants you are, 
and which is mightier than all words of men. Ac- 
cording to this Word you must square yourself with 
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God and your own conscience, if you shall be able 
without blame to refrain from doing all you can to 
bring the Gospel also to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. I can hardly conceive of a greater joy 
in the eve of my life than to see that the Jewish 
Mission is loved by my fellow-pastors, with whom 
I have labored for the Kingdom of God in this coun- 
try for 19 years. O that this mission may be a means 
of uniting the brethren and give them a clear vision 
of the important place this mission holds in relation 
to the final consummation of the Kingdom of God 
on earth and its history.” 

Rev. Gjertsen was born in Ytre Sogn, Bergen, 
Norway, Oct. 25, 1803. At the age of 61 he came 
to America, where he first served a congregation in 
Racine, Wis. Later he served pastorates in Bost- 
_wick Valley and Oshkosh, Wis. The last few years 
of his life he was too feeble to serve as regular pas- 
tor, and made his home with his son-in-law, Rev. 
T. H. Dahl of Stoughton, Wis. But it was especial- 
ly during those years he accomplished most for the 
cause of the Jewish Mission. He was a powerful 
preacher and many were deeply impressed by his 
spirit-filled messages. 

Feb. 26, 1892, he departed this life and entered 
the rest that is in store for the people of God. At 
his death he was 88 years old and was then the 
oldest pastor in the Norwegian-American Lutheran 
Church. 

Two other pioneers, who served long and faith- 
fully as officers in the Society, deserving a special 
mention in this connection are Rev. Lars Lund and 
Pero) setl Blegen: 
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Lars Lund 


Rev. Lars LuND was a member of the first Cen- 
tral Committee elected in 1878, served continually 
on the Committee up to 1923, in all 45 years, and 
was the faithful treasurer of the Society for 38 
years. The name Lars Lund was a well known and 
highly respected name in thousands of homes and 
congregations, where the cause of missions was loved 
and supported. He was not only the treasurer of 
the Zion Society, but for over 40 years he served 
as the mission treasurer first in the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Conference and later in the Norwegian Unit- 
ed Lutheran Church. No other man in the Church 
has received and with his own hand receipted for 
more mission contributions than this warmhearted 
friend of every branch of Christian mission work. 
He had no office secretary to assist him with the 
clerical work excepting his faithful daughter, Inge- 
borg, who helped, when age began to tell on him. 
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Besides serving as treasurer all these years this 
pioneer-pastor served pastorates for 42 years. In 
the seventies he served two small congregations 
among the early settlers in Cottonwood and Brown 
Counties, Minnesota. During that time this young 
energetic pastor made frequent and long Home Mis- 
sion visits thru southern Minnesota, Minnehaha Co., 
South Dakota, and Monona Co., Iowa, to break the 
Bread of Life to the scattered early settlers. His 
salary was only $300 yearly at first; and for two 
years during the grasshopper plague, he had no sal- 
ary, but gladly suffered with his poor and severely 
tried parishioners. In 1876, when he left this home 
mission field, he had organized 14 congregations and 
established 20 other preaching places. His next pas- 
torate was Menomonie, Wis., where he labored 21 
- years, during which time he served as many as 12 
different neighboring congregations. In 1897 he was 
called to Elroy, Wis., from where he served two 
congregations until 1912, when he was compelled 
to resign his pastorate because of failing health. He 
continued however as an active member of the Cen- 
tral Committee for several years till 1923, when he 
no longer was able to take active part in this mis- 
sion, which was so dear to him and which he had 
served so long and well. 

For several years after he had retired from ac- 
tive service, he continued to come regularly to the 
meetings of the Central Committee and the annual 
conventions of the Society, but could take no part 
in the discussions, as he suffered from heart disease. 
But the mere presence of this cheerful and warm- 
hearted brother was an inspiration to the rest of us. 

The treasurer of the Zion Society received a con- 
tribution from him the day after his death,—one of 
Lund’s last deeds of love was to remember the Jew- 
ish Mission. 

A big and warm heart ceased to beat and to pray 
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for Israel’s salvation, when on January 3, 1925, this 
pioneer-pastor and friend of Israel at the age of 80 
was called home to his eternal reward and rest. 


Pror. JOHN H. BLEGEN 
was a member of the Cen- 
tral Committee from 1887 
to 1919, and served in all - 
these 32 years as the secre- 
tary of the Zion Society. 
He emigrated from Norway 
at the age of 18, attended 
Augsburg Seminary, colle- 
giate and theological de- 
partments, graduating in 
1883 and served a pastorate in Rochester, Minn., 
for two years, when he was called as professor to 
Augsburg Seminary, where he served continually 
till 1916, when failing health made it necessary to 
retire. 

As secretary of the Zion Society, he has been an 
untiring spokesman of the cause of Jewish missions, 
thru his numerous appeals and his well-written press 
reports of the Annual Meetings. He wrote an 
extensive history of the Zion Society on the occa- 
sion of its 25th anniversary. In 1910 he was dele- 
gate at the World Missionary Conference in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, of which conference he gave a com- 
plete and valuable report in his book “Al Verden 
for Kristus.” For many years he had also served as 
secretary and treasurer for the Santal Mission and 
for the Foreign Mission of the Lutheran Free 
Church. Since 1897 he has edited “Santalmissio- 
neren,” a missionary monthly. 

At the 40th anniversary celebration of the Zion 
Society held in Zion Lutheran Church, Chicago, 
Prof. Blegen gave the anniversary address. After 
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John H. Blegen 


giving a summary of what had been accomplished 
by the Society during the 40: years of its existence, 
he closed with the following appeal: “We must not 
only think of the past, but look to the future, and 
then above all else bear in mind ‘Except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain that build it.’ Let 
it ever be of paramount importance to have the Lord 
with us in this service and let us earnestly pray Him 
for it. He will hear us and use us as His instru- 
ments and give us faith, hope and love, which are 
the chief requisites in order to render a fruitful and 
God-pleasing service in the Lord’s vineyard. We 
have from the outset placed before us a great goal. 
Our Constitution says that ‘the object of the Zion 
Society shall be to labor for the conversion and sal- 
vation of Israel by all possible means at our dispo- 
sal.’ I am convinced that we have not been fully 
true to this paragraph in our Constitution. ... We 
all need humbly to ask the Lord to forgive our sins 
and neglects in our Jewish mission work and pray 
for grace to continue the work with more fervent 
love and greater faithfulness. 

“It is my hope that the younger forces that now 
will continue this mission, will bring new fire and 
new enthusiasm into the Zion Society, in order to 
win ever greater victories to the glory of God and 
for the advancement of the Jewish Mission cause. 
It is only ten years left till the Society can celebrate 
its 50th anniversary. May the activities of the Zion 
Society under God’s blessing make a tenfold growth 
and progress! It is probable that many new doors 
of opportunity for our mission work will open when 
this dreadful world war is over. May God help us 
to seize the opportunities! And may He bless the 
Zion Society in all its efforts to bless Israel!” 

Prof. Blegen had been invited as a guest of honor 
to be present at the 50th anniversary at Stoughton, 
Wis., and the friends had hoped to have this pa- 
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triarch and long-time servant of the Society present 
at this occasion. He lived to see the 50th anniver- 
sary day, June 24, but did not reach the Jubilee 
celebration set for November 15. August 11 he suf- 
fered a stroke from which he never regained con- 
sciousness, but lingered till September 2, when this 
good man was called to his eternal rest and reward. 
The 77 year old servant of the Lord died in the 
harness. He took vital interest and active part in 
Christian work up to the day he was stricken. The 
very last evening of his conscious life he sat as an 
interested and active participant in the deliberations 
of a Home Mission Board meeting. 

On his desk was found a five-page greeting to the 
Jubilee meeting of the Zion Society, one of the last 
messages written by his own hand. This inspiring 
and sweet-spirited greeting will be read at the Jubilee 
festivities. 


Another pioneer who be- 
cause of his position and 
leadership in the church and 
as president of the Zion So- 
ciety for 16 years, has con- 
tributed much to the success 
of the Society, was Rev. 
T.'H. Daun, D.Disinetses 
he emigrated to America, 
where he studied theology 
at the Seminary of the Swe- 
dish Augustana Synod, then 
located in Paxton, Illinois. On entering the 
ministry he labored as home missionary pastor 
for several years in the northwestern part of 
Minnesota and later in Wisconsin. In 1881 he 
was called as pastor to Stoughton, Wisconsin, where 
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T. H Dahl 


he served for 22 years, until he in 1902 succeeded 
Rev. G. Hgyme as president of the United Norwe- 
gian Lutheran Church. This responsible position 
laid claim to all his time and strength, which made 
it necessary for him to resign as president of the 
Zion Society. But he continued to speak a good word 
for the cause of Israel at every given occasion. In 
all his annual reports to the United Church he never 
failed to recommend the Zion Society to the prayer- 
ful support of the congregations. 
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Mission Literature 


The Zion Society has sought to keep the cause 
of Israel constantly before our Church people in 
various ways. The faithful work of our field secre- 
taries, who in public and private have warmed the 
hearts with their scriptural messages, has endeared 
the Jewish Mission to many Christians. 

The printed word has been an effective means of 
bringing information and inspiration to a host of 
friends. The secular press as well as our different 
church publications have always given space to ar- 
ticles, reports and appeals concerning this mission. 

The Society publishes two monthly periodicals, 
one in the Norwegian language, called “Zions Rgst” 
with a subscription list of 3,000, and one in the Eng- 
lish language, called “The Friend of Zion,” having 
1,000 subscribers. These monthly messengers bring 
to many homes reports from our workers at the 
various mission stations and from the officers and 
field secretaries of the Society, besides general in- 
formation concerning the Jews and the Jewish mis- 
sion activities thruout the world. 

The Society has published a number of tracts for 
distribution both among the Jews and among the 
Christians. 

Following is a partial list of tracts published: 

“Retten, Pligten og Udsigterne’—by F. N. Hei- 
mann. 

“The Jewish Problem and Its Solution’”—by A. 
H. Gjevre. 

“Jewish Evangelization”—by John Reside 

“Jgdemissionen”—by John Resnick. 

“Tanker om Jédemissionen’—by John Resnick. 
(Also in Swedish. ) 
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“Et kortfattad @versikt”—by Victor Sternherz. 

“Har vi handlat ratt ?’’—by Dr. J. A. Krantz. 

“A Brief Survey of the Jewish Mission Situation” 
—by C. K. Solberg. 

“The Zion Society for Israel—A Brief Survey’— 
by Agnes B. Tangjerd. 

‘“Betaler det sig at drive, jgdemissionen ?’’-—by C. 
K. Solberg: 

“Hvorledes behandler vi jgdene ?’—by C. K. Sol- 
berg. 

“Hvor blir der av al: kristne jdder ?’—by C. S. 
Vang. (Also in English.) 

‘“‘Jgdemissionen”—by C. K. Solberg. 

“Bed om Jerusalems fred’”—by Peder Tangjerd. 

“Tsrael Beloved’—by Victor Sternherz. 

In 1912 the Society published Missionary Gur- 
land’s remarkable auto-biography in an excellent 
translation by Rev. Wilhelm Pettersen, under the 
title “I TIvende Verdener” (In two Worlds). 

The first book published was Rev. O. Waldeland’s 
‘“Tsraelsmissionen.”’ 

In 1903 Prof. J. H. Blegen as secretary of the 
Zion Society wrote “Zionsforeningens Historie’ on 
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Zion 
Society. 

“Salmer for Israel’—by Rev. J. P. Gjertsen 
(1880). 

A collection of Jewish Mission Hymns—by Rev. 
O. Waldeland. 

“Zions Sanger”—by C. K. Solberg (ae Sec- 
ond edition 1926. 
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Synodical Relations 


Altho the founders of the Zion Society belonged 
to the Norwegian-Danish Lutheran Conference, it 
was not their intention to make it a mission of the 
Conference. It has been and is yet an organization 
independent of any and every church body. The 
initial public invitation that called for the organiza- 
tion of the Society was addressed to “Scandinavian 
brothers and sisters in the Lord to unite in build- 
ing the walls of Zion.” 

Ifforts were early made to interest Jewish mis- 
sion friends in other Scandinavian Lutheran Church 
bodies to cooperate in the work of the Society. At 
first the Central Committee was composed of 5 mem- 
bers, namely Rev. Johan P. Gjertsen, Prof. Sven R. 
Gunnersen, Rev. Gustav Oftedal, Rev. Lars Lund 
and Rev. Falk M. Gjertsen, all of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Conference. In 1883 the Committee was 
enlarged with 3 new members: Rev. P. A. Rasmus- 
sen of the Norwegian Synod, Prof. A. Weenaas of 
the Hauge Synod, and Rev. S. M. Krogness of the 
Norwegian Augustana Synod. The following year 
the Committee was increased to 9 members and Rev. 
G. Hgyme was elected as the ninth member. 


Later an effort was made to interest the Swedish 
Augustana Synod. Dr. L. G. Abrahamson was elect- 
ed on the Central Committee, served for a short 
time and succeeded in interesting a few of the Swe- 
dish brethren. But this first effort failed. It was 
left to Rev. John Resnick, the gifted and warm- 
hearted General Superintendent of the Society, to 
enlist the interest and cooperation of many pastors 
and congregations among the Swedish _ brethren. 
Resnick, having been baptized and educated in Swe- 
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den and speaking the Swedish language fluently, 
found open doors and hearts nearly everywhere in 
the Swedish Augustana Synod. In 1918 Rey. Geo. 
N. Anderson was elected as member on the Board 
of Directors from that Synod. Later another mem- 
ber was added, and at the present the Augustana 
Synod is represented by three members on the Board, 
Dr..C. A. Lindvall, Rev. A. W. Knock, and Dro Hi: 
E. Sandstedt. The Danish United Lutheran Church 
has also begun to take interest in and support the 
Zion Society and at the Annual Meeting last year, 
Rev. N. P. Nielsen was elected on the Board of 
Directors from that Church body. The aim of the 
Zion Society is to awaken interest, win friends and 
secure means in these various church bodies for the 
Jewish Mission. 

Altho these various church bodies have not taken 
the Jewish Mission upon their missionary program 
in the same way as the Home, Foreign arid Inner 
Missions, it can no longer be said it is ignored at 
their annual conventions. Especially of late years 
have representatives of the Zion Society been given. 
opportunity to speak the Jewish Mission cause at 
their conventions, conferences, district and circuit 
meetings. The presidents of these synods have, em- 
phasized the importance of the Jewish cause and 
resolutions have from year to year been adopted 
recommending that the congregations support the 
Zion Society with their prayers and contributions. 
The official church papers as well as the secular 
press have always been ready to publish appeals and 
articles of information for the Zion Society. In all 
these years several emissaries or field secretraies have 
been employed by the Society to present the cause 
in the congregations and receive material support 
for the mission. 

The Annual Meetings and numerous Jewish mis- 
sion conferences have been held in the different parts 
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of the country with a view to spread information and 
create interest for the cause of Israel. 

Since 1910 the Society has published a Norwegian 
monthly paper, “Zions Rgst’; and since 1923 an 
English paper, “The Friend of Zion,” has also been 
published, at first as a quarterly and since January, 
1924, as a monthly. Thru the efforts of the field 
secretaries these messengers for Israel visit a large 
number of homes to give the friends of the mission 
information and inspiration and to solicit prayerful 
support. In these various ways the Society has 
sought to bring a much neglected branch of missions 
to the attention of our Scandinavian Lutherans dur- 
ing these 50 years. 

As we look back and observe how the prejudice 
and indifference has given way to love and genuine 
- interest for the Jews and their salvation there is 
much reason to rejoice and thank God as we observe 
the 50th anniversary of the Zion Society. 

But there is still much indifference and neglect in 
many circles. And until every congregation has tak- 
en this branch of missions upon its program along- 
side with the other missions, the Zion Society will 
continue to have an important place and purpose 
among the Lutherans in this country. 
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Officers During the Fifty Years 


PRESIDENT 
Rev, Johan; P. Gjertsen 4 o.....0, eens 1878-1883 
Rev. Mii Falk Gjertsen 2.0). 470 epee 1883-1886 
Rey THY Dahl Series Loe 1886-1902 
Reve Jacob. Tannertvne coe. ta wee 1902-1908 
Rev;:G. GC.’ Holter. <5. vat eae. nee 1908-1911 
Rey. . Ci KeSolbera!. ¢#5.5,, 4 a8 ee eee 1911-1923 
ReyiG, Ji oBastvold ai ee 1923- 

SECRETARY 
Rev. M. Falk Gjertsen................:.1878-1884 
Revi. Gv Hoymeis (ibe ys 4 st 1884-1886 
Prot. Syen Oftedalic gyi eee 1886-1887 
Prof.2J 27H. Blewen ss iit ah ee ree 1887-1919 
Rev. Rit Malin ee We ae ee 1910-1921 
Rey, ‘H.2}% Holman’... : oe ee 1921-1926 
Rev. Le Ow Burntvedt ne ee ee 1926- 

‘TREASURER 
Prof. Syen Ri-Gunnersen.s. fo eee 1878-1883 
Revi; Lars): Lund ¢27p.\..5a: are eee 1883-1921 
Rev. (Peder, Dangjerd).222) 2.0 ee 1921-1924 
Rev:. G. Ke Solbergs) O30 sne eae 1924- 

op 


The Annual receipts of the Society in free-will 
contributions during the first 25 years increased from 
$528.60 the first year to *4,109.27 in 1903. The to- 
tal receipts for the first 25 years amounted to $80,- 
640.24. During the last 25 years the annual receipts 
have been as follows: 


1904. = $_- 6,756.79 1917 = $12,425.84 
1905 9,972.29 1918 14,026.32 
1906 7,560.98 1919 24,122.87 
1907 6,213.93 1920 26,924.89 
1908 5,261.38 1921 19,154.05 
1909 8,415.94 1922 25,785.17 
1910 9,851.47 1923 28,285.95 
1911 11,543.95 1924 46,584.67 
1912 10,370.55 1925 32,276.59 
1913 10,216.99 1926 34,928.42 
1914 10,462.10 1927 33,732.64 
1915 8,216.78 1928 37,150.63 
1916 14,281.81 . 
Total in 50 years...... $454,523.00 
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Special Jewish Mission Sundays 


The Zion Society has chosen Palm Sunday as a 
special day of prayer for Israel and the 10th Sun- 
day after Trinity as Jewish Mission Sunday, when it 
was hoped that the mission to the Jews could be 
presented in the churches and offering be lifted for 
the Jewish cause. Many congregations are regularly 
observing these days, prayers are being offered for 
the conversion of Israel, Jewish Mission sermons 
are preached by the pastors and offerings are placed 
upon the altar for the work among the Jews. The 
various synods and church conferences have recom- 
mended this arrangement to the local congregations. 
Thus the Jewish Mission is gradually becoming 
recognized by the Church and is placed on the mis- 
sionary program of many local congregations. Judg- 
ing the future development of a more general Jewish 
Mission consciousness by the encouraging results of 
the past 50 years, there is good reason to hope that 
Jewish Mission in the near future will again receive 
the place in our prayer-life and missionary activity 
that the Lord Himself and the apostolic Church gave 
it. 

After careful consideration the Society has re- 
cently decided to suggest to the congregations to 
hold their Jewish Mission services on the Sunday 
during the annual convention of the Society instead 
of the 10th Sunday after Trinity, which for some 
time has been the Jewish Mission Sunday. The rea- 
son for this change is obvious. During the month 
of August many pastors and parishioners take their 
summer vacations and the probability is that there 
will be a comparatively small church attendance on 
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the 10th Sunday after Trinity. The Annual Conven- 
tion of the Society always begins on the second 
Thursday in October, and continues thru the follow- 
ing Sunday, which would then be the Jewish Mis- 


sion Sunday. 
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The Jubilee Fund 
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The Jubilee Fund 


Looking back over these fifty years the friends 
and members of the Zion Society for Israel have 
reason to praise the Lord for the progress made, and 
results of the efforts put forth by the Society to 
bring the Gospel to the Jews and to create interest 
among the Lutherans for Jewish Missions. 

It was considered both proper and timely that a 
special effort should be made among the friends 
of Israel to raise a Jubilee Fund in connection with 
the 50th Anniversary of the Society. At the 1927 
annual meeting it was decided to raise a Jubilee 
Fund of $50,000 by inviting the support of the many 
friends of the Society, who in the past have enjoyed 
the blessings promised those who love Israel and 
pray for her salvation. This fund is to be used in 
building and equipping suitable mission stations in 
New York and in St. Paul. This is a very urgent 
and present need in both these fields. In New York, 
where there are about 2 million Jews, our Mission- 
ary has no place where he may hold his Gospel meet- 
ings. And in St. Paul the mission has outgrown the 
present rented quarters. This is one of our promising 
mission fields, and a larger and more suitable build- 
ing 1s necessary to properly take care of the various 
activities. 

The future prospects of Jewish missions are 
brighter than ever. Doors of opportunity are open- 
ing up to our missionaries everywhere. The attitude 
of the Jews towards Christianity has changed to a 
remarkable degree. 

One of our own experienced Hebrew Christian 
missionaries has the following to say about the pres- 
ent situation: 
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“It is my conviction that never before has there 
been such a manifest interest in the Christian faith 
among the Jews as now. And never before has 
there been such a need of genuine teaching as at the 
present time, for never in the history of my people 
has there been such spiritual restlessness and hun- 
ger. It 1s my earnest and well-founded conviction, 
in the light of fourteen years of experience as a Jew- 
ish missionary, that we are now living in a day when 
great numbers of Jews can be brought into real 
fellowship with their rejected Messiah. Else, why 
do hundreds of men and women, who in former 
years would throw stones at the missionary, now 
a for an hour and longer to listen to the open 

r preacher? Else, why do these very men, who 
Sey years ago would never touch the New Tes- 
tament, now pay money for the selfsame book? If 
it is not actual hunger for spiritual things, why do 
hundreds of Israel’s intellectuals buy Dr. Klaus- 
ner’s book on the life of Jesus and compare it with 
the New Testament, devouring anything and every- 
thing written about their long-looked-for Messiah? 
Are not these infallible signs of Israel’s spiritual 
need? Do not these tokens indicate the timeliness 
of a real work of evangelization among them? But 
how are we meeting these actual needs? But how are 
we taking hold of these God-given opportunities ?” 

Every grateful friend and member of the Zion 
Society will no doubt help to raise this Jubilee Fund 
and thus make it possible for the Society to meet its 
obligations to the Jews in the New York and St. 
Paul Fields. 
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‘“Unceasing Pain” 


Rom. 9:2 
(Mel.: “O Jesus, I have promised.” ) 


When Paul beheld his people 
And saw them seek in vain 

To find their soul's salvation, 
He felt “unceasing pain’; 

Fe knew that peace and pardon 
Was only found in Christ, 

He grieved to see his Savior 
By Israel despised. 


His tender heart was bleeding 
To see his people lost; 

If he could only help them, 
He would at any cost, 

He chose to be accursed 
Himself, if Israel 

Would seek and find salvation 
In God Immanuel. 


This heaven-born compassion, 
This burning zeal for souls, 

Was but the mind of Jesus, 

Where He alone controls; 

The love of Christ constrained him, 
Christ was his priceless gain, 

And for his unsaved brethren 

He had “unceasing pain.” 


O Christian brother, sister, 
Is this the way you feel? 
Are you in spirit prompted 
By missionary zeal? 

Does this divine compassion 
Control your heart and brain? 
Do you for Jew and Gentile 
Feel such “unceasing pain’ ? 


—C. K. 


139 


oe 


Jubilee Program 


Stoughton, Wis., Nov. 15-18, 1928 


Thursday evening, Nov. 15, 7:45 o’clock—Opening 
Sermon, Rev. L. G. Abrahamson, D.D. | 


Friday morning, Nov. 16, 10 :00-10:30—Prayer Ses- 
sion, Rev. C. A. Lindvall, D.D., leader. 


10 :30-11 :00 


LOO L120 


11 :20-12 :00 


Introduction of theme. “The Jews for 
Christ”—Rev. M. E. Fretheim. 


“Christ for the Jews’—Rey. T. O. 
Burntvedt. 


General Discussion. 


Fripay AFTERNOON, Nov. 16 


2 :00 


7:45 


“The Jews Lost Without Christ’— 
Rev. N. P. Nielsen (20 Min.). 


“This is the Day of Salvation also 
for the Jews’—Rev. A. W. Knock 
(20 Min.). 


General Discussion. 


FripAY EvENING, Nov. 16 


“Unceasing Pain’—Rev. Victor 
Sternherz (20 Min.). 


“Can There be Morality Without Re- 
ligion ?’—Dr. Harry Zeckhausen (20 
Min.). 


“They shall look unto Me’—Mr. Er- 
nest Sitenhof (20 Min.). 
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SATURDAY Mornine, Nov. 17 


10:00-10:30 Prayer Session, Charles Wallgren, 
leader. 


10:30-12:00 “The Place of the Jews in God’s Plan 
of Salvation’—Rev. C. K. Solberg 
(30 Min.). 


General Discussion. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON, Nov. 17 


2:00 “The Jews in the Light of Prophecy” 
—Rev. H. J. Holman (30 Min.). 


General Discussion. 


SuNDAY Mornine, Nov. 18 


10:30 Service in Norwegian, Sermon by . 
Pres. C. J. Eastvold. 


Sermons on Jewish Missions will be 
preached in all the Lutheran Churches 
in Stoughton. 


SunpAy AFTERNOON, Nov. 18 
3:00 Address—Rev. C. S. Vang 


Greetings from various Synods. 


Testimonies by Hebrew Christians. 


SuNpDAY EVENING, Nov. 18 


7:45 Gospel Message, Isaiah 55:1-5, Rev. 
H. E. Sandstedt, D.D. (30 Min.). 
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Amended Articles of 


In corporation 
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Amended Articles of Incorporation 


The undersigned C. C. Holter, J. H. Blegen and L. Lund, 
having associated to form a corporation pursuant to the pro- 
visions of sec. 3102 and 3104 of Revised Laws of Minne- 
sota of 1905 do hereby certify: 


ARTICLE | 


The name of this corporation shall be The Zion Society 
for Israel. 


ARTICLE IT 


Its general purpose shall be to propagate the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ among the Jews. 


ARTICLE IIT 


Its plan of operation shall be to send out missionaries 
and establish missions among the Jews in the United 
States and in foreign countries, ti acquire by coluntary con- 
tributions and by gifts, grant, devise, purchase, or otherwise, 
such property for the support of such missionaries and 
mission, and to hold, manage and use such property and 
funds as may. be deemed best for the furtherance of the 
work of the society. 


ARTICLE [V 
The location and principal place for the transaction of 
the business of the Corporation shall be in the city of Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 


ARTICLE V 


The Corporation shall have no capital stock. 


ARTICLE VI 


The affairs of the Corporation shall be administered by 
a Board of Directors, consisting of not less than nine, nor 
more than eighteen members, one third of whom shall 
be elected each year, to serve for a period of three years, 
or until their successors are elected and have qualified. The 
Board shall at its first meeting, within five days following 
the Annual meeting of the Corporation, elect from its 
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own members the following officers: President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Secretary, and Treasurer to serve for the period of 
one year. 


ARTICLE VII 


The Directors who are to conduct the transactions of the 
Corporation until their successors are elected at the An- 
nual meeting to be held the first Wednesday of November, 
1911, are as follows: C. C. Holter, president; A. H. Gjevre, 
vice-president; J. H. Blegen, secretary; L. Lund, treasurer, 
and C. C. Holter, L. Lund, J. Mortensen, A. H. Gjevre, 
C. K. Solberg, J. W. Sandven, Jacob Tanner, J. H. Blegen, 
and Ol ACs evercide. 


ARTICLE VIII 


Membership in this Corporation shall be limited to those 
persons who are members of an Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and who are admitted by a two-thirds vote of the 
members voting at the Annual meeting of the Corporation. 
Any Lutheran who has contributed the sum of ten dollars 
($10.00) to the Zion Society for Israel shall be eligible 
to Life membership in the Corporation. The Annual mem- 
bership fee shall be one dollar. 


ARTICLE IX 


a) The Annual meeting of the Corporation shall be 
held on the second Thursday of October, due notice being 
given at least thirty (30) days in advance. 

b) <A special meeting of the Corporation may be called 
by the Board of Directors on a thirty (30) day notification 
and by specification of the purpose of the call. 


ARTICLE X 


AMENDMENTS to the Articles of Incorporation of 
this society may be introduced at any regular called An- 
nual meeting of the Corporation, and if approved at this 
meeting, they shall be deferred for final adoption until 
the next Annual meeting at which time a vote of adoption 
requires a majority of the members. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our 
names on this 29th day of November, 1910. 

In presence of 


(Signed) Alice L. Kerscher, 


q John Lind. 
C. C. Holter, 
(Signed) J. H. Blegen, 
L. Lund. 
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On this 29th day of November, 1910, before me person- 
ally appeared C. C. Holter, J. H. Blegen, and L. Lund, to 
me known to be the persons described in and who executed 
the foregoing certificate of incorporation and acknowledged 
that they executed the same as their free act and deed. 

Alice L, Kerscher, 
Notary Public Hennepin Co., Minnesota. 
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By-Laws 
of 
The Zion Society 


for Israel 
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By-Laws of the Zion Society for Israel 


In addition to the Articles of Incorporation the society 
shall be governed by the following By-Laws: 


ARTICLE | 
Election of Directors and Officers 


1. As far as possible and consistent with the history of 
the Society and the support it receives from the various 
Lutheran Synods, the members of the Board shall be dis- 
tributed among the different church bodies participating. 
peas shall be by ballot and requires a simple majority 
only. 


2. The DISTRIBUTION of the officers of the Board, 
shall, as far as possible, follow the same rule. Election 
of officers may take place by acclamation. 


ARTICLE IT 
Meetings 


1. The BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall meet in REG- 
ULAR SESSION WITHIN five (5) days following the 
Annual meeting of the Corporation and at such other 
times by special call as may be needed. 


2. A majority of the members of the Board constitute 
a quorum. 


ArTIcLe II] 
Duties of Officers 


1. The PRESIDENT of the Board shall serve in the 
capacity of chairman at all regular and special meetings 
of the Corporation and of the Board, and shall conduct 
the meetings according to established rules for order. He 
shall also present a general report to the Annual meeting 
of the Corporation. 


2. The VICE-PRESIDENT shall be prepared to serve 
as chairman in the absence of the President. 


3. The SECRETARY shall keep accurate and reliable 
records of all transactions of the Annual meeting of the 
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Corporation and those of the Board of Directors. As far 
as possible he shall forward transcripts of the minutes of 
all Board meetings to the members within a reasonable 
time following the meeting. 


4. The TREASURER shall be responsible for the 
handling of all receipts and disbursements and shall for 
this purpose employ the best possible methods of book- 
keeping. He shall submit his plans of bookkeeping to the 
Board of Directors for their approval and in conjunction 
with: the General Superintendent engage the necessary of- 
fice help and report the same to the Board of Directors for 
approval. He, himself, and others designated by the Board 
to handle funds, shall be properly bonded at the expense 
of the Society. 


ARTICLE IV 
Depository 


All funds of the Society shall be deposited in a bank 
designated by the Board of Directors which depository may 
from time to time be bonded as the Board may deem neces- 
sary. ; 


ARTICLE V 
Payment of Bills 


1. All bills must be certified O. K. by the party author- 
ized by the Board to incur them after which they become 
subject to the routine of the treasurer’s office. All checks 
st reatte countersigned by a second party designated by the 

oard. 


2. All payments of bills shall be made by check as far 
as possible. 


ARTICLE VI 


The President and the Secretary are authorized to sign 
legal documents with the approval of the Board of Di- 
rectors, but no transaction for the purchase or disposal 
of property involving a sum of over ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00) shall be made without a two-thirds (2-3) vote 
of the members present at a regularly called meeting of 
Corporation. 


ARTICLE VII 


1. Announcement of the Annual meeting and any special 
meetings of the Corporation shali be given in_ the 
official publications of the Corporation and in the official 
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publications of the various church bodies participating, 
thirty days in advance. No other notices are required. 


2. In addition to the regular members as specified, one 
representative from each congregation or Local Society 
supporting the Zion Society shall be privileged to vote 
after being admitted by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present. 


3. Annual members in good standing on Sept. 1 previous 
to the Annual meeting in attendance who are admitted by 
a two-thirds vote of the members present, shall be privi- 
leged to vote. 


4. Fiften members present constitute a quorum, 


ArTIcLeE VIII 
General Superintendent 


_ 1. The Board of Directors shall elect a General Super- 
intendent, who shall act as Executive Secretary. . 


2. His specified duties shall be to have charge of and 
be responsible for. 


a. The office known as headquarters (in conjunction 
with the treasurer). 

b. Recommendations to the Board of names of such 
persons, who in his opinion are suitable as workers in the 
cause of Israel. 

c. General correspondence together with publicity in 
church and secular press. 

d. Presentation of the cause of Israel, in congregations, 
at church conventions and at other larger meetings, wher- 
ever and whenever opportunity is given. 

e. General inspection of all mission stations and activi- 
ties with authority to take temporary action where condi- 
tions require it. 

f. Placing of various workers. 

g. Direct mission work at stations where his presence 
is mostly needed, as far as time permits. 


3. He shall prepare a detailed and concise report of all 
activities of the society for each and every meeting of the 
Board and the Corporation. 


ARTICLE IX 
Executive Committee 


The following officers constitute an executive committee, 
namely the’ president, secretary, and treasurer together with 
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the General Superintendent. Only in questions involving 
administrative problems and when the Board as such can- 
not act shall it be their duty to function. Accurate records 
are kept of their work, which is reported to the first meet- 
ing of the Board for their approval. 


ARTICLE X 
Local Committees 


1. .In every city where the Zion Society for Israel main- 
tains a mission station a committee of not less than three 
and not more than seven shall be appointed by the Board 
from among local interested persons upon the recommen- 
dation of the General Superintendent. 


£9 Such persons shall be members in good standing of 
the Zion Society for Israel. 


3. Their duties shall be mainly to act in an advisory 
capacity on matters of local interest concerning property 
and maintenance of same and to make any other recom- 
mendations, which they see fit to offer to the Board in 
connection with the best interests of the work. 


4. They shall not dispense funds except as authorized 
by the Board of Directors. 


5. Such committees shall meet at the call of the Local 
Missionary in charge or the General Superintendent. 


ARTICLE XI 
Amendments 


The By-Laws or any section thereof may be amended 
at any regularly called annual meeting of the Corporation 
provided such notice has been stipulated in the call for 
the meeting. A vote for adoption on alteration requires a 
two-thirds (2-3) vote of the members present. 


“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem; 
they shall prosper that love thee!” 


Ps, 12236 
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More Prayer for Israel 


(This appeal of the late Rev. John Resnick was found 
among his papers.) 


Palm Sunday is the Day of Prayer for Israel. 
We appealed to our Christians to pray for the sal- 
vation of Israel on that day especially, and we doubt 
not that many did so. We wish to thank all who on 
Palm Sunday wrestled with God in prayer for the 
conversion of Israel. 

Israel needs more intercessory prayer. It is a peo- 
ple that has accumulated an enormous debt of sin 
against God. He gave them prophets, teachers, 
apostles, yes, Christ Himself; but they despised His 
grace and rejected the crucified Savior. Israel is 
a sinful people, and are sorely in need of the prayers 
and labors of the Christians for their salvation, as 
long as the Lord permits them to live; for where 
there is life there is hope. Altho God has nof rejected 
His people (Rom. 11), nevertheless they have been 
despised both by the Roman and the Greek Churches 
thru centuries, and the Protestant Church has shown 
a persistent neglect and disregard for the brethren 
of our Lord. We find very many in the Church who 
hate the Jews, altho hatred is no Christian virtue. 
We find even today few friends, who pray and labor 
for Israel. The mission work among the Jews is 
unknown to the congregation, and church people 
in general are not interested in this branch of mis- 
sions. They are ignorant about the condition of the 
Jews and regard the Jewish mission a fruitless work. 
They regard the money contributed to this mission as 
wasted, and are not willing to offer as much as a 
prayer for such work. And yet there were over 200,- 
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000 Jews baptized during the last century! In the 
city of Budapest 100,000 Jews received Christian 
baptism the last year (1923). Many Hebrew Chris- 
tians are pastors and missionaries. But still this 
mission is neglected by our church members, regard- 
less of its blessed fruits. 

God has a purpose with Israel, otherwise He 
would not preserve them as a people. He protects 
them that they might be saved, and not destroyed. 
He is waiting for our prayers and gifts for this mis- 
sion. Let us then unite our hearts in prayer for this 
cause of the Lord that concerns the salvation of His 
ancient Covenant People! Let us thru the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ invite them into the new covenant, 
that they too may have the forgiveness of sins! 

God loves them, Christ died for them. Therefore 
will you, who are Christians, love them, pray for 
them and labor for their salvation. 

JOHN RESNICK. 
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